FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


OSAGE INDIAN MURDERS 
PART 5 OF 19 


BUFILE NUMBER: 62-5033 



_FJLE DESCRIPTION 
BUREAU FILE 



►' SUBJEGT t j/i/jr — ; _£ : 

FILE NO L.2^ 

SECTION NO. £L 





UJii'Xui* - 




r 


This case originated at 


Journal 7v> MC MADE AT 


0 

.1 

2 

3 

4 


Ktrorrr made a-i_ 

.Oklahoma City 


DATE //ML'. OlADL | PFU'SD FOK WHiCn MADE | REPORT MADE BV: 

A ug, 14, 24 Aug. 9, 1924 J. R. B 



Us 


OFFtCXE.X^IL^ 


TITLE AN a CHAWAJEW or Case 

«t ala. 

'£%#/■ HU®*,:’-'* 

«©&• * 


I 

■■•■;* ; 'i ?” 

K ' I' - : 1 * 

il^: | 

v K/rcA /e .1 -I 


Csa ge County, 
O^la * 


Iuj> , 

: Murders of Osage I 

t 




Hbcveuoncoi'T*' 

tJ^SXHOPSXS OP PACTS: 


A 


(0. c. #7ueB. } l 


- ' 

T U’t 


0 

9 
0 
• y 

2 

>3 

>4 

!5 

>6 

>7 

^8 

’9 

’0 

n 

} -Z 

3 

7 4 

5 

6 

•9 

10 
11 
;2 
43 

14 

15 
: 6 
4 7 
18 
49 
: >0 

31 

32 
> 3 
>4 

,6 


Digest of facts arid evidence re* murder of Am 
Brown, full "blood Osage Indian woman, Osage 
v . County, okla. , May 2 2, 1921* This report joint 
report of Agents j. R. Burger and T. F. Weiss. 
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C} MRS. AHKA KYTE BHCWE was a. full blood. Osage Indian wor.ir. wlw 
• M.- -ti me of her murder, x«y 22, 1921 was about 25 years o£ age sure 
^TOTosd wife of one 0BB BR0Y>?5 „ a white man and ex-cowboy now liv^ 
no a City, Okla. 

She had no children and died intestate, leaving as her surviving . 






s her mother known as "LIZZIE Q” * » her sisters, URsU MOLLIS BURK- r \ : < 
(wife of EPJES5? BiRjChaRl 1 ) , HRS. RITA SMILE (wife of W. 2. SUITE) 

"land a half sister,' MRS. GRACE 3IGBEART. W. E. SMILE was a white man, \. 

and ESHEST BURKHART is also a white nan, "being axbrother to BRYaE » U1J38 
and HORACE BURKHART o and the nephew of 37M. E. HALS, knowr generally ~s & 
"BILL" EALB, who is a wealthy, influential and unprincipled stockman viU 
living at Fairfax, Okla. , C$age County. 
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left an estate valued at approximately $100, 000. CO, 
haldf of&hioh, by the Oklahoma law, descended at her death to her J J 


^^iiotheS^fciXZZIE Q w . Said mother at that time was aged, feeble anc 


’~T* K 

4 ^|^'eaid expected to die at any time. She was living then with her dai|bt||| 

r-N 


6 p§»4 eon- in- law, MOLLIS end BEHEST BpSEAHT at or&h Horse, -near F4SC&& 


jA 1 

and iad a will leaving the great bulk of kerfeaid motharBs) estat<f,Bo i idt.f . 

U ... . . .. .. ' ' ■ I ' 3 

•*_- a r*vifi t it A uO ^ ^ v*/^ n V\ t 1 A v qVi T Tf? *7 l lt 1 H f Q Afs fi ^ ‘t.VlC ^ "K *• 

jgj^Nwi q j ir jui ETX ft wrxx^ vai^JwVUpOu* iu w vm W v,»^ ~ ^ , 

Has worth approximately |;20Q t OOO.OO» By A1JHA. BBQWl^S death 

£ng Before-- said mother's death, her estate would he worth approxiiBte^f ^ 

$60,000.00 more, which thus increased the estate to he ultimately She ! > , 


i , 


feJj ]• 

It! 


.proparty of the ERKEST BERXKART family that much. LIZZIE Q aid i|fa^ . 

jB l"' f ; 

die about sixty days after MKA SHOWS murder, and died at tij hd.»f> 

" f ERNES! BOBKEARI. „ ■ • \' ] 

AHHA BBOT0 had no serious enemies; was welili hed generally hum 

■' 6 1 - of a dis so lut e and 




She had her own home where she lived in Fairfax, j 


II 

May 21, 1921 she uas called to the home of BEHEST BURHEARS to aee{ 
her mother, who was very ill. This was in the morning. H 

OW 1 OP1 arv mo 


mar; mrt", Kinrhinc- found her fcadlv decomposed find >-Uj 

MOkY Ml, *,*-*-*. »wu«* v »- — — -o ~ * t^s * 


swollen corpse in a ravine about three miles northeast of Fairfax H 

a *92 calibre bullet hole in the back of her head that would have • ] 




oausei instant death. 

- , .J L crude and hasty autopsy was performed where she was feus m \ 

Jtha -bjrllet was apparently never found. ~ K c examination was Ji* 

other possible wounds, owing perhaps to the terrible Bta*e of \ e codj^i 
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SDSEBCTS 


POSSIBLE MOTIVES 03 3XPU.HATI0H EE. ANNA BROWS ITS 
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o!*##' >2 W9 Agents huve ' fully followed out every lead and without g 

" ' m , V j 

^ into Aemila will state that the evidence we have secured convince® uaflUh 
' V- t m • 

\that AHSA "BROWS was murdered by BRYAK jrf®KEAST about 4 A* M* 1 
• 7-, 7 v 


* * ■ ‘,; 
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rr , 

6 1 BB, 1921 in pursuance of a pre-arranged plan betweein him and ERKB 

I w 

- j 

. 5 ! bu?^HART and their unci a y. i. HATE (who raised them) and poesibhj 
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ir BRIMB3i .also the uncle of the BUBSEARfS* We have not found ad 
creditable evidence contrary to this, The motive being mainly tc 
"sure ANNA B337TK*S death before that of ! her mother, LIZZIE Q* 
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DIGEST 


EVIDENCE. 


proof of death and its cause; Identification of body. 


• f 


J ANDT SMITH, all of Fairfax, Okla. , oan testify that while *unt- 

ONA SMITH, and irg on May 27, 1921 they found the baddy oeoo&poss:. 

I. L. ELLSWORTH, body of an Indian woman lying in a ravine about . ( 
-5 ^.7 , three miles northeast of Fairfax, Okla. ; that they j 

0 .at ono e noticied Mr. Turdia, an undertaker at Fairf&x, who came 

out and took charge of said body. <j p 

TURDIN, undertaker at Fairfax, can testify that he was thufej / 

hailed; that he went nut, could not identify the »?'! 
body; notified Dr. J. 5. Shoun of Fairfax and others; that Dr. j. 3 . 2 j 

Shoun, Mrs. Anna Sitterly and Mrs. Mollie Burkhart and M~a. Rita Smith 
S X1 q£ yairfax, subsequently identified the body as that of Anna 
that he prepared the body for burial by freasing it where found, at- p ‘ 
tended to the funeral arrangements and was paid out of the Anna Brcwn :■ t ( 

• estate; that Drs. J. 0. Shoun and 3). A. Shoun, brothers, performed a 
sort Of autopsy by bisecting the cranium, from fro$t to rear, and *. ; 
..arching in the decayed train mass for the tulle t, which t^ey eta ei i . 
Was not found; that thie autopsy was performed wuera the fiCCLJ I6y , 1 
few feet from where iu was found; that more thorough autops;. was r. t 
made fue to the terrible condition ana 
4 1. ' had apparently been aoad five or six 
sfc* the 80 alp slipped from the skull and 

^the back of the head slightly to the left of the middle am 
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WiuB UJL UXt? litaCHJL 0-i.JL£.hi V4.JT w -U*-' -a * «-«► ^ ““"y'i/- •" J ^ 

pletely through the skull bone from the back but that no hole ( ' 'egret d : 

■ " ‘ ‘ u -i' ; 
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/was found; that he, furdin, still has this left side of *he skrt 1 
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i;>18 posseflfiion, showing said bullet hole. (Agent Weiss examined «*id£j 
hglxof slroll carefully and ascertained that the toilet was r-i |£ 
a fciWE'oallbre* traveling inaa direction slightly downward from the | 

y'Wot thejead and slightly from the left toward the right. side, andgjhajUa^ A 

UnVilMf *o"^A4a Ari fit.flfi.l '*■ H uN • . 


2 ‘i,v'"xi 9 . hoiMof egress existed.) 

4 idiots. ASH A SXTTEHLY, all ot Fairfax, can testify positively that ■heM f 
L^ws?- TOLLIg BURKHART, viewed said tody and that it was the tody OM pj ‘ 
^ Vim* J* G. SHQUN, and Anna Brown. (Mrs. Rita Smith has since tee 


SCOff MATHIS, 


murdered) . 


IB, J. S. SHOTO 
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can also testify that said tody had apparentljte 

dead about five or six days and that the bull 

would fo und wouldLhave caused instant death and that the autopsy fts 
hurried, incomplete and made as desorited ty MT» Tur&in and that ■ 
and his brother may very probably have lost the bullet while searMingM 
'for it # under the circumstances. (This establishes the corpu.3 deH-cb^) 


PROOF AS TO WHAN , WHERE AND BY WEOM HURLER WAS COMMIT 
B* B* WILSON, Justice of the Peace, Fairfax, oan testify thaj he 
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\l l^j^esided over the cor oner Y a inquest that inquired into the death j| 
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BROWS; that this inqest was continued over several months^ ha j; £ 

*.%v * 

BRYAN BURKHART was called, ewom and testified under oath that he was- 

hie brother 1 3 home (ERNEST BURKHART )_at orayhorse most of the day it. 

‘ p . . • * . . * { 

Huy 21, 1921 with the exception of the time he was at the horse races 
• _ lr j 

> near Fairfax that afternoon; that 112 SIR Q was also living at EhKEHTMj/| 

* . ? 

' at that time ar.d was vary ill; that AKliA, BHOTO oane to hRSBST’S. 

• ' v j 

hox&e that morning to see her sick mother, LIZZIE Q> and remained ti ere ^ . 

^ a ; 

until about 4 PM; that he, BRYAN * went to the horse races near Fairfax, p. 
about Z P. M . that day but returned to Ernest's home about ^anjR 

took ANXA BROWN home in a oar, leaving ANNA at her home in 


'Fair3x about 4^30 Bi; that he never saw ANNA again while shp 

i * * : A}**- — . 

H« B* WILSON can testify further that notes of this testi; xiy 


of 
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* j ' were taken by WALTER GRAY, a young attorney, and transcribed^ 
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mentioned were pr a sent b ut Al-IKA. r e f us e d to come int o the ho us e and{ t j 

j»at witj| them, tut regained in the summer house; that after supper / 

. e ; ,'M , * * 

" about W. M . all the BUTAtEART men including BRYAN, left and to oh 

ilth them; that they left in two cars, a Buiok touring o£rB>f |}i 

KHHESf’S and a i'ord touring oar; that she, HRS. DOTY, did not notiH) 

what oar.eaoh one left in tut is positive that AM A BROWN was 
* —— ~ 

TOggSg^S Up to that time and left with ERNEST, BRYAN and the ol&eij 
the two oars, and"*that it was just about sundown; and that ANNA 
had been at KRBSS ^S hone that day continuously from the time sht* 
rived in the morning till she left with then about sundown . UiRS<] 
j- stated that he left the BURKHART 1 S employ that same night because Hie l 
Has "afraid" but she evaded telling the cause of her fears.) MRo ipDO rf i a, 
^oan testify further that one MRS* NORA BBNNE, who lived a few mil: I from 
y 'fiyayhor 8 e at that time called on her in company with LUELLA BALLS !^ab outj^; 

4 p. if. that day and that AR3. BEME talked to ANNA BROWS in ^.a 
^Summer house; that LTELLA EALL2YT also talked to ANNA BROWN in the. } 

* * ■* k 4 A 

aumiaer house at ERNES? BURKHART* S place about 4 or 5 Pi M* that day ord.. 
that none of the BURKHART men had returned from the rxaces at that tiijjej, 
MRS. LUELLA EALnET? , Eoraker, Okia. , can testify that she knew :* j 
ANNA BROWN pretty well; that on Saturday, abou| 4 to g p. M* she, 

IiUSL LA EALLS TT - drove Tilth MRS. NORA BENNE to ERNEST BURKHART'S home Ipjv 
8ee if MARTHA DOTY wanted to go with them to a dance that night; t latj-- j. 
shs, LUEB LA t went to the summer house there and talked fifteen to - 
ainuti 8 to ANNA BROWN* that ANNA BROUN asked her to con* s id 
keep lh*r house at Fairfax and she, LUELIA * agreed to do so ; 


(fe 


§ 
r*4d 

ICTStt 

J' 


8aid she would oom or send a car for hUELLA the next morning id briu|j 

1 ^ — I^JE1jhA~~froa -where -she was staying -at-HRS,- BEI'JNS ‘S- to R&;*~rfau. , iiah-ws' 
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these men oan testify that they had known 3RYAN BDEKEABI 8Jid ANHA 


1‘ 


n ,,JEQTO J per so nally and well for years and are positive it was then^in 

*that Jjljjok touri:ig, which had no ourt&ins tLp, that evening, 

i-' 1 ’ 

VS" 1 - 


'TV-. WHEELER - Ralston, can testify that he went to the 


t .M «■ , 


*^"gtal»ton and went to a whiskey joint west of Ralston with BRYAN ah 
AJJNA that night i they could get son© whiskey. N 

q JAX23, Fairfax, oan testify that he and EDITH DAVIS £u 

£« BRIDGES (and probably BILL EALBJ met BRYAII and ANNA at aai< 
Tfcey Joint west of Ralston that night, Hay >2 1, 1921; that there th< 
a party stayed till at out 10 P- 3£. drinking at which time BRIAN a 
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>q BRIDGES got into SKEESI'S Bui ok and drove off north while AURA 

q f .,$*“■ , ' < 

.MI5CH DAVIS, GEORGE JAME3 and BILL HALS drove in another direction 


; 0 
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^ ,^ilth the agreement that the party would meat again that night at Jux 


yjOHN'S roadhouse, three mile3 northeast of Burbank; that jambs an” the 
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two women did arrive at ?a'JL J0HN3 about 11 p. M. HALE leaving tnem " 

• Jfv . * 

' A • *■ 

^Somewhere in the .meantime ; that about IX: 30 p. u. BRILLS and BRYAN l 


arrived at PAHA JOHNS, where the party reunited and stayed till after is 


ii 

t? *• 


midnight drinking; that at out 12-.30 A. H._ the party left JOHN'S piaoe 
BEY AH and BEIHJ2S and ASHA 3 ROTO in ERNEST'S Buick and Ja'.IBS and 
BDIfH DAVIS in the ford touring car; that they drove about a mile towa^p, 
yairfax, the Buiok in the lead to SHORTY UOESdH ' S whiskey Joint, two -Hp 
• miles east of Burbank; that hero they stopped and SHORLY MORGAN so-.d ^R;’ 
them all some whiskey in pop bottles; that they did not get out of th^i|| 
'• oars It MORGAN 1 S , but drove on in the same way towards pair fax; th it j|y . 
? f "^eboutfa mile northessc of Fairfax, v.here the road forks, j. A/I ~r jed i U 
; ; east with BDIEH DAVIS and away from Fairfax, and BRYAN and A A 


■> t 
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'* BRIDGES turned west toward Fairfax; that this was ^uflt at out 2 A. II. 



T ! 

10- 

-i 

4 

jr~*i 

1 

II. 

M 

J 


i4 


hf 


4 kdz 



y went after this. 

■JOEK3 * fugitive, can testify that these persons were ttBlwi 
Apia Oft at the time shown and that they arrived and departed in the 
nar shown, and that his "wife” can testify to the same effect &&>■ , jmft 
remarked to s, it, PIES afterward that he, JOHHS, know d — §|a 
.well that BEYAR BDHSEAR! hilled AHKA BKOWU tut that BRYAJ? madjonf: c- 
k>ig mistake when he let several persons sde him, BRYAE, with AIT J , I' 1 

and taking her away in his car that night. 

-o. SH0R2J MORGAIi , fugitive, can testify that these persons namsJBweie j 



at hia ‘place, bought whi3key from him and arrived and departed iajjhe 
and manner related. 


-1- 


#1 .U 


• E. M. PIES , 4611 d-roost, xansas City, mo., c^n testify that f. YLV. 

N. 

and BRUEST BURlHARf employed him about the last of June, 1921 , as de- • 

:*v • 

ftaotive to cover up AT/AIPS part in the - AREA BROWK "“murder; that 

T ' ’ , 

JjRYAIT personally took him, PIK3., to GEORGE JAMES and JAMES told him jk t 
c 'v !|- 1 

flEB what he, JAMES knew, as shown above, r but that JAMES stated he ** • 

would never admit it in court as he, JAMES, has such a f'na wife and ^ 

• ’ ! j. 

grown girls, and it' would disgrace them and cause a lot of trouble be-Vf 


'“0 ! 


tween JAMES and his wife if this truth were to become known. PIK 
also testify that BRYAIT also took him personally to EDIfE DAVIS, aid 
she related the movements of the party that night as shown slope; * ~at^ r 
he aa^l EDI fH DAVIS at 40 R . yorktown, luisa last Rcvember ( lv£3‘ ax A a] 

but 


i5 '^first ^he pretended to not know him, but soon admitted the f^c 




'i: 


would not discuss them again; that SHORPY MORGAN and PATTI- JOHRS .Iso .g? 

**;>' •^jjpr*r r»» ; r 
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told him the fact related above, and BRYAN BURKHART told him, PIZE, 


q ^that people were all that knew it, except 1233 EINKIE, who B w Jlal' | 

2 ^;f BBTABjfcetting in home after daylight that Sunday morning, in .l{ 

4 hjftliok At,;fch&t he, BRXtJJ, had HIRIdh fixed; it being PIKE’S busings '■ » 
^ J f IX the others to not talk; that BRYAN explained to him, PIKE, 1-hBp he *1 -■ . 
e BRYAN had sworn at the inquest that he had delivered ANNA B ROVllB j 1 
q idioms; at 4*30 P. M* Saturday and then learned that MRS. GS0RG3 ‘JAlw fcjfcft 
2 \ reoogniaed him and ANNA at ANNA 1 S home about 3 A. M* the j-uj . 


■vh- 


5 4 M;i V 

M 


>3 r m j j 

>4 j Corning so that he, BRYAN , had to mover up some way to get arouiA»ip^, T 

I C j ji 

; 6 j‘ JAMBS' testimony. PIK3 can also testify that he learned that BIMKAuS,, 

>7*1. . - S lp‘.4» 1 

i g j r furnished^ BRYAN the .32 gun to kill ANNA with, as 3RYA2J had 6ffl.44 * 7 * . 

>9 j % * JS -lA 

> q j lint it* was welk known, and a big gun, and would throw suspicion cm ^ ;j 

^ 4 ^ mAS; that a11 tha details of killing ANNA wore, worked out M thji 

•4 p^thiBkey joint west of Ralston that Saturday night, between BANE. ® ( 

5 

;6 .BRIDGES and BRYAN • 

• g f*9- * MRS. G30RGE JAMES, Fairfax, can testify that nunday morning about 

^ - *V~ • ■ . v 

iO J i, B. she was awake, waiting for her husband, who had not yat come yt- 
•2 home; that at that time she heard voices^ talking in the road juet so-cjjtt 

<4 0 f lief house, and went out to listen and saw the lights and outline oi 

is • . f; ’4 

J 6 a big oar in the road; that she could distinguish a man s and a womai^tv 

j 7 - A { 

18 voioe; the woman* s voice being a little maudlin; that she heard the jM r 

^ Q i ^ | 

,0 man say, "For God's sake, Annie, stop yoar foolishness and coma a .4 #j 
j 2 ■. into the car" , or ■words to that effect; that In a fe. minutes fche.^| 

■>4 A oar drove on west about a block and she stood and watotdd it *bil lj|' . 

It'^drori north two blocks then east a block then turned, south, i-^xhsn i 

‘.“It ’ • a” 

18 j - being just a block due south, of where she was standing 'n her roc.v ^ 

'-9 L _Y_ * . 


^fTs*r^ 


mM;K? 


■* it, / ■ ■ : • * < ' . i 

* ** Yu Yu. .. A 


^’Teak-'-' u-vaLv.- i -Z- - 
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-e-Ug • S , 1124. 
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filfc afraid ha will "be killed if he tel,l§ anything, and denies things we f [ 

II 

|j|j| oj £ niym ' thJe Indians knew* "hey are a very cowardly lot as a whole, 

;‘Voth' a^jand woman. > 

itw ' "• employee Amour & Go*, Kansas City, Sans*, to&fc. 

fi'B && MORRISON (after eavesdropping on a conversation “between BRYaI w^f’f 
|jp J V EAST and BILL EAL3 in the Bawhueka jail in 1321} "tfow I know who iB-lejfcj 
§| B Q|^iS3fi"3BQTO n i but CART3R refused to admit this to Agents until we woT^b^i 
mjp 2 1 ipRRISOR or gave his name, which we could not do at that time. B 

g- fe *| The above and fortgoing is not a full digest of all the eviA«3e'^ 

||jK 4j secured, tut just mainly the high points. Connecti; ^ and corrobo;Bpiz^j jy 
|| 8 | » 9 y ev idenc e to an eq.ua 1 amount or more hes been omitted for the eak-t H |; | ' .’ 

Ir •?y*- te#Tlty - ' 9 


p »9 ^yidence to an equal amount or more hes been omitted for the eak? 

||jft * AIa* 'brevity, 7 jj*'j ® 

jff j|| : y j|||g; Ue are oonvincted that it would be very detrimental to the b Jt | i ^ - 

fcff^ • 5 "'’interests of this investigation, and the allied ones of SMITE , ROi ./ . 

^ §r 5 ' 

J:; T "et als.,- to even temporarily discontinue the investigations ao this time 

®/' W* fr*f *'* ■ ~ — •; • 

p-n 9 hand that they all should be kept going continuously until as complete- • 
fa"* ill as possible without a grand Jury, which will almost certainly have to - 

li;: > , ! y. •■' 

||lp 3 | be called as the final step. 

k W*) j 2 ffOTB: We are convinced that it would be futile to start any stepiy. 

.7 in the prosecution of this case, or allied ones, unless the State At-j^r 
S §> I 9 torney General first takes complete charge of the county court xc&chin^ejf 

u, . £ and appoints special attorneys to handle tn© oases and special of^. cers. 


We are oonvincted that it would be very detrimental to the b jit Hu" 


KJp >3 to do phe Sheriff work and call a special Grand jury under a Spec! 1 

1 fe * 5 -< Judge! , The Government should also have an able and fearless 'J S. At*k<. 

• Ml’* * — » - i hprl 

BE-.;. w - ‘ J* , _p r> -t * * ^ ^ + o ^ -t <-> 1 * ^cvi + a +.r4 a +• • • .■ r yts 

iw ■ v 


tQrnejr to assist, and sufficient Special -Agents to watc.: v ; & nc 

.*• . 4 

i ' K 

jurors and the witnesses. Ho steps toward prosecution fhouid ; taler 


rp; : : n 
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J- H. Burger. 


Aug- £ v 1224 . 


I • • 1 y 

i; in this o^s^unxil the W. E. SUITS, et als. and the BEERY BOAS t V 
q Ly nyeati jtlona are as ‘complete as pee sit le. The conditions 9 

2 ) in thiaMection by reason of fear, indifference, self-interest, ^iB.dit3| 

3 it: " ' A * I %, » 

. I* — J 1 _ -1- _ J. a .. a A.V n ^ a «> 4- V, y* T A « 1 - a *-V. 4 4- 4 A AnlflWl A+ 1l A nmw 1«A A “ * '#1 i ■ 

4 h® 


4 jc&nd lack of "confidence in the local authorities cannot be appreone 

<ni^x . 

6 j,.¥y a stranger to the facts. 

j ^ y 

B \ \ ' ’ UJOBmOEBD ISADS: . * 

0 i MOLLP* ? BU H KH A RT ic kept very close by her husband. Things she 

1 j , y ’ . •. — managed so that she may be interviewed fully t 

2 1 exhaustively by these Agents, away fi'om her husband, and in compai 

3 Ifith her Indian relatives who are friendly to our investigation. 

«P '' 

5 1 SHORT Y WHEELER will have to he located. Ernest Burkhart i t 

6 ! _ tc have paid him to leave, and BILL HALE to' hi 

7 I "square d n the ’dope charge against him at pawhuska. 

8 F i " * • % 

’9 1 SHQRT^ HOK GAff rill have to be located and arrested, ne is r 

0 . ■ tivo under Federal liquor charge in C 3 age Com 

*1 Lft. felony. 


d W* 


th’> I : • 
h \ - 


‘ :«k . " j | 


5 ivv. jfi---. . * ue^. . m 

CARTER wo 11 have to be located, and confronted with l^rri-- p 

4 p.y ‘ • \ so::. Carter Rumpled his 30 b rithin a few da yt after - 

fgi|^ 5 i we interviewed him. j : 

-» j j * 4 PIES vdl! have 00 be located and apprehended. He changed 

M 9 l m . * his Ear. s as City address scon after~"it became Inowx*. ! 

ip 9 'that we were working ou hie.. We feel sure he has been paid to skip. ^ 


B: t 

PV > 6 


u - , . . Tl 

;i , HAMBY CLAREMORE, Another attempt should be made to force these toref ■ 
; 2 ^MARY BLACKBIRD, Osage women, who are rather dissolute, to teli what I 

• 3 HOLLIS HERCER* they know, and if that fails, they should be called 

• 4 ‘ .* before the grand jury and grilled in a further , 

-.5 I tempt. It is more than probable that the Claremo re and- Blackbird w men V 
*6 were actually out on a drinking and jazzing party at the place Anna ( 

;7 Brown was later found dead, at the time the shot or shots were f.-.rod *■ .. j 
'8 that killed her. Wo have information from throe sources that this is 1 
-9 | so, or at least reported to be so. v ; 


sjhmua. 
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tjf •'*(.:• rsj , 5t' , «3 *sws» Agsni .*•!«* states 0®*€* 
osta *:•*. con^-W *06 interests ol CoToriaw* 

Wil j H s,ri-»*iy *f£'«i*4 «» oh ' a °S 9 *• 

Eli, i.- sMUigossit alttor.^ 1» l* ws*y to wsl0i 

3tos %’irs at- t-.dsy yo.-r rassoaBB^atica as to^ oontir .,«no^ 

law* Mg'-, lea at, d tfiwtfcsr W»is>» xtnowy to snocassral •, 


prassouticm. Stop toe 
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1 ar*U»w' ”’T?.* 4 ajj .''l-,. .•••'<W was glwea -.1 . 

tegerhn- ™ ;"' -“"«*> «•!•». It- ia IbeUevefi that ‘ • - 

tho^iatS ,-nttr-‘ i! •*""* “ 1,uilctoQlrt * Ha ls eonnactad with i ,' - 

on t he case by j'“»‘ ^A’l r A “L 1 ®?f w0a ,** * tasaa Cit y» «* "M 'detail#! , 
v, donnas-, it i E tnaorotocAjit fek.i 

,* ! ' 1 '”* Dat -° r *»» transferred. x» ,*nat> '$2,'. 

^5^ Sd%°? a i t f t T?eisc «•■ ' Jtl»« ■• «»«s*;"w; e of ^E e i 

tolv *° b ®- iro *^ sy< * ) *»« Service. (icy truth In thi t ?E ^ 

that BiU **16 Haa no mch InflnaT 

«>%••• ?* « " palate thin*, that than. 


4...-’^.' - .«n ^ i i A - af,e to so manipulats thln/>s that t'-Mirv I 

cf* ’ ^ Fir: th ^ ° a *nrp,Dti^atiun; hence thou© queries ao to the tranter Jn 

6 - £££’ ^“vr °f «* e** *«« or ab,S; ?o H 1 

^ 4 * J ' U “ t 0 - * 3t0 P rur - thar - ia » 8 fltlgatioa .* • *s 

■- •«y ; '**t- -■'. - ” ..v?.;. ' >v 

recortl or this case in the Attorney General*] 
Mle in tr© State- Attorney General *e offlc! 


* 


h complete recor 
^ is There a u-jti’ ar ■*'’* 7 

.VrjBBfSK ' ^ ~ *'■ 



Jfc£ the ***►*««* of Justice droppe a this rnttor? 



,J S 





.-WKt’ ,• .. f full-blood resutrictcd Osara l-eiao wv-y •<■''■ '• 

P* W “te w«an nanoa nettle Sfcithema, died **^*^^*#1 
Beliovea he was t5Br4«fet' by hie wife for *«„ nM „.„ * 


Beliovea he was mra u ^7 ll ~<7Z7Z tZ' ■> " ^ 

' • ' v * ----- •' ' . ir Hs*r 


■_, :• 


0 Cm aatatfr^^^T “ * «* ^ i'airffut' e»« . 

■.I *rSoSa^ *r,r , a itnxt- r 

■ 2 .r Jama Brov® and the 3nlth fatiily. U ' . * ao BU * uo ' of Henry Bonn, :’; 

'■) -' ; * ' . \ - 
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(slgnefi) *r* K. Snirfen t 3 eC y 
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Indian higiits Association, 
9S5 !Drexel Bailding, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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for® it h-v 
Pock aslioc * 


.d triod to g - in to go* with him to kill Roan. j 
\x>uid gat — *ney out cf it end how it would ho done; 


2ho reply t.-irouek notes and mortgages; and they would takf Roan no 

* the canyon and murder him. * Sfton Rock got arrested for something, in ~ 

; another locality ana <lid not return to Oklahoma. Ulien the laves tlgatoVK 

« Department of Jus_tioe were here, I turned Pock ever to Tfce gy ' jE'ct 1] 
or convicted and cent to' tho penitentiary at Ft. Madison, Iot®X3 • 9 
e fact that EiU Hale had that note of Henry Roan for $^,C0b^fl ' 
^ways believed that J*ank Pock did not tell all the truth. ' F;*cfl T 
ndled,. he might have given the right' name* At any rate, Eoan m*B 
^H8t as it »7a-a proposed to Pock. Al'l this data was given to r hH 
en» but I don’t knew what they have done with it. I waders tanc B 
BBVV they claimed that t hoy know exactly who did the killing bat they cannot fl 
• prove it* fl 

J&?.- •> ■ 

y«*7 At cut a month ago (October, 1924) l£r. ,Shyrock» of the Burns* Befl 

toctiv® Agonoy v told so ha had a pan who claimed to know all about the fl 
oi Bill Smith’s house^ ^s mac had asked him Ifhe could gn 
'wOBtfit '"out of it by telling? that he was under a Federal sentence offl 
, months, and if he could get that done away with he would give B 
#§JT*‘ "information. It wad he and one other fellow that Bill Hale is said fl 
to have made tho proposition to go anr; do this work. He did not do it fl 
hut the other folio*; aid. 2his nay have been a ’’feeler.” X have not fl 
hoard from him senes than. 

•- • ^ County authorities made no attempt to f ind out anything abb-fl 

» theca orders. . Tho matter woo taken up with the State Attorney Genera :B 

ho : sea^c to have lost, interest in the matter. ' I 

‘ Investigation going on new in those cases, so far as X know, fl 

l understand that th£ h, «. non (John S. Burger and Tom jtsr. Zeiss) have be^ 
sailed off, aim that Loiss it now out of the Go; eriancr-t service. 

- M* 1 h’ala id a cattleman; very active and influential in politico; 

eociablo with everybody. lie ha3 been arrested for cattle stealing but, 
always got off. , : y <* *"“ 


r- c 

r-S :ti 
& 


>rV<r*> 


When ! was making an investigation of the Anna Brown murder cast. 


l^ Wn Hale offered > 1 X 3 cervices. Ho told about meeting Anna Brown and 
* Burkhart at a tixao that differed from the evidence secured. 


" Burkhart wont down town (Fairfax) and got a witness to go with 

*2 ^ Mia to Anna Brown* 3 house to eoe if she was home. This at the time she 
* 3 . rf- ; i% was Missing. ' 

14 - 

<5 At tho tine Anna Brown and Burkhart were supposed to be on the 

)$ ' . foad to Fairfax , many Indians wore travelling to Gray Horse to attend a 

<*? horse race. 

» 8 

|a . afe threo parties interested In this deal: Bill hale and 

Q : ^ sBorkhart brothers, ?hey are trying to get all the estates of the 

' - > . daughters of Aunt Lizzie Q. in the Burkhart family, Whan Burkhart was In \ 
2 11 on suspicion of being connected with the murder. Bill Hale went to 

>3 frequently. 

>4 ,1-'^? ^--1 Attorney General Shoi*t promised allethe assistance of his offies^j 

B. J. men. On his second visit, Gustafson found a differ- ' 


* ■*%?& * * 




■jl> f' 

fl, . -t 
1 |> 5 ~ 


;titude; he felt that Short had a change of heart. 
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y 3ar .eatha — 3) . 

S * t 

tha blowing of the Suit h house, but later released for lack of eridezce*? 

' People 5r Parchuska who have boon following this matter express- 

the belief that tho murders of An pa Brown and Rita Smith art* part cf 
get these estates' into the EurKisart family, and ^bon that i# . 
expect t)iat Collie Burkhart will bo found 'dead ©emu day 
— ‘ ~ ao her half— sister, Graoa Bigaa&rt,— -unle©G tlia csirderers are 

brought to Justice*. 

R'lJUPARY 0/ A GOJjVi^SASflOJ? VIFH t'lIjLXAJi H. B5ACJC1OT— —parroanen* 
address: Box 1853, f Iul.Ba, Oklahoma — who vorked on those case? 
Gustafson's Petoctive Agency. 

* 

Annio Bro'.r nat shot in Kay, 1921. She was found about four 




4 **' 


6 ‘ 


• - » ^ vt-T* .*», 


in cno of those canyons, after ©ha had boon missis 


five days. Investigation showed that she went to visit her jaDfic 
■(Hr av liolli s Burkhasi)! on tto day she disappeared, she xsn: 

Burkhart's uncle, Bric^ 


the^lhose I® ^ray i lor so until about 7 P* K~ 

^' ;r ; ^; alfip wiBiting Burkhart, and there were two cars, one driven by Bryar 




Burt&art an<| the other by Ernie Burkhart, which left the place about the 
sane time. One wee a Ford ant the other a touring car. *Ehe Burkhart 
family made the statement before the coroner *s ^ury at Fairfax that Bryan 
Burkhart had taken Ansi a homo, to Fairfax about 5?. E» Ste facts were,*, 
no one ever bow Anna Brown at homo after leaving it in the aoming, nor 
on the horn, tut instead of that they vaw Bryan Burkhart and Anna Broitj 
1 >*■ t^t ree i wt yaesa did— in hols ten. (abput eight niles south) about 7:30 ?*5j. 

/IflBnfcfBway in opposite directions to Fairfax. She next time they 
‘ were aeon or heard cf ysiifax was about 3 A. 17* the following morning. 
Hra. James, vho livtji! udouc a. olcck away, stated she he^rd some man 
"cussing* Anna Brown, selling nor to get back in the car. She looker, cut 
through the window mu. she wac positive .it was Bryan Bur iihart . Kiev went 
into the house of Anna Frown, euu; that rue the last inf or ration had' of her 
IP til ©ho was found fienu. the .Burkhart furiily was the heir of 'Anna Brown* 



" ” Mother, Aunt Lizzie Q. , died about throe weeks after 

- nh'r/^J Anzjn died* Bill Smith and lus wife told me they thought she was poisoned 
9 "but that vras never 

0 ' 7 “• - '■ ■ 

.i - .-■ 


X, 

fi { * 

i; . 

u f 


proved. 




In this Anna Bray® case— -Bill .Kale is the uncle of these Burk- 
hart bova. br>/? V w: ■ r 'h t > V att rm /vnrf r.-n **-> «? .-. +-^, ^ „ +-W , v~i i _ 

- — - — — -*p -™- - v — 1 ‘ W <L * •**' UJ.* MV 4 <J\.L*^C W *0 UUAit)b* 

^Johnson, an undertaker cf Pavhasla, was to take the body up, but Eatthia, 
the guardian, and Bill Hale got their own undertaker in Fairfax (said to be 
connooted with the Big Hill trading Go.) to take the body up, and bo muti- 
lated it — chopping it up in pieces — that they could net find tbs bullet* 

2 he doctor secured for thin purpose was told they would give him £50 if 

he could find the bullet, but he could net because the body had been so 
mtilated* 

Bill ScAth ana his wife always felt they were going to be killed, 

told me that many times* He thought that Bill Hale and the Bui.:- 

lly. would do this because they would inherit the estate* 

....... • -7 - ■ ; ■“* • : ■ ?/ 

Th© Henry Boon Case* Inhere is © man. now in the peni tent ls'^y— 

, >v ^yAt .the , time. Eoac was killed. Pock was in this section o^: tho 
, 7 ^^entry* " Took says that a fellow by the name of Ban Davis , that tuei' to 
>8 *** around Bartlesville, had talked to hiss about this natter some tijao be- 
*i 9 ,* .i> k r A>v-v , #S ■ ' r £ ; **" * : ; *\ ^ 

•a\ +C 4 M 
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(Osage deaths — 2) 

HT1SEY £OAh *-vas found dead in his automobile on a side road not 1 
Fairfax, Olilrthosia, shot thr oi;gh tha head,.— - apparently tmir derail#] 
wac found February 5* 2933. - . .■%* - ;i \ Jfe r ' 

. '■'' ’f/‘ 

A short t ino prior to thin, a life ; Insurance politer for $2Sp(?;| 
^t^XjbSt.OfLt by Henry Hcan in the Capital ULfe Insurance Company , of. 
•&*--Colo. # and r* Ilium K. Rale, of Fairfax, OXla., named as the bar-*-! 

.. ' It appears that the said Vm. k. Hale was present when Hemy. _ 

> wae exordnad by a physician in Pex?huslca for this policy, and claiisa;] 

that he h/id a note ft* on Horn for £25*000. * 

Fc.v.cvii^' tao <h;ath of Henry Bonn, the Capita^ Life Insuraiice 
Ccopa ^y s on t a r opr <?. ocn » t at i vo to R^huskavto- Investigate the ^ irm^ 

v P t; r aaajgt Ji of his report ," .they refused to pay the ipoitey, becatsj 
tp fo^X play and a cxisplracy to defraud ;*—Boan had fca] 
d by apphyeician for aether Ins uranoe Corpazy , and had been re^uc 1 
0d_on account of his having a von areal disease nnJ incipient tuberculosis 
SkOee ^conditions, it is tel loved, existed when Roan was passed by the 
ex a mining physician nt Paths. 

-■■■■; • . . «> '. ,: .. x L"^'- 

f, l? .,;• #, ®* 6 l° c hl uunhoriti^s .failed to at^raheud tho mrderotv.of, Bean,.' 

;c|r exits t ant i si evidence potato* to^Sfe*-- iu Hfclo* * ■ > " * • '•' v w * 

* S understood that iodo 'baa brought suit against the' Capital 
*anoe ICor^iauy ■ bo r.ilect too ancons; or tne policy, and that the matter 
Is now pending in tiw io- acral Cours* district of Oklahoma City. 

. AJtiA JX; i, a fUI-blood restricted O&ago Indian, was found dead 
cjr:r ^ kj^h.n road, throe or four miles from Fairf £x,-in , the tionth 
Of 1921# Che > apparently had been ^aurfieFod-^-shot through the bead » 
^local authorities were cither enable cr taastjliling to apprehend the 
q ? er property inherited by three slaters, jirs. Eita Smith , 

* S*#®? * MolZie Burkhart and Urs. Grace Bighoort.' ’ • 

vO.i'^v/*^ j ’>> 

- -*• ;‘ . • r ■ , . 

< 1 r - , v ; y * 

SUIC?H , a full~bj.ood restricted Osage Indian (marriad to a 
white iaan name a William'S. Smith), was killed Harch 9, 1923 — lite^'ally 
blown to pieces by a choree of oolio hif^i explosive placed under her 
house, at Fairfax, Hor husband a.ai a housekeeper, in the house at the 
same time, ware also killed as a result of the explosion. Various ef- 
forts were nado to apprehend the party or parties responsible for this 
outrage, but without result* Judge Wilson, of Halifax, told me that he 
kept his Conmor f a Jury together for four mouths . but that as so many 
throats had boon zaado, people 7/era afraid to give any evidence, although I 
circumstances poit^od to the criminals reeponoible for the deaths of 

:om and iUnta Brovas. Judge V/i 1 son -x^ not. satisfied with the out- 
his =' efforts to solve these murders, and he expressed -the hope ;p 
Ibrg. ^authorit ies would go to • thma# . * .' ' 


One of the heirs of Anna*; Brown and Bita Smith is Kollie Burkhart, 
of 'Ernest Burkhm*t, said to be a nephew of Y.hu Z. Hale. Ernest 





„ . . — — w — — — w w » ^ uwe v 

Itokhart and his brother, Bryaii Burkhart, rero arrested oa auspicio; in 

tL - ‘,nr-r;: :v:Xr r ' 

IffpvP'f ; •: 
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1 1'?**** ' - A j * ■■*/ 


1. Henry Hosn (full-blood), 

%$■>., . Z* . Ama Erown, ' do :■:> • < 

*Mh> ‘ 3»* lilt a Sitith v ' do 4 ' 

• 4* Area- S&nforfi, do 
t>. Cfcsxlec Wiiitehom do 
t*# 'and others ,r ' '■•»•* 
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(IaftKLTitleiz seourei by U* k* 

the Indian Eights Association 
i’hirfax, Oklahoma, UoYttaber 1 
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Bureau) began an invemi igatlon, the, data collected 'Ey iPi|pt given 
its representative, — -John B. Burgwr «nd Ton Weis*. It fwllelleved that 
Burger has enou^ji evidence to secure an inditrteteiW He la connected el til 
the District Attorney's office located at Kansas City* and was detailed 
on the case by J. 0. Finley* the district attorney. It la understood thal 
Mr. Finley was either let out or has been transferred* ZM that the case? 


It is reported that Ton t’eiaa ms given a Month's leave of absence 
and is then likely to be dropped from the Service# {Any truth in this?) 


There la a strong suspicion that Bill Hale has so nach influence 
that some of his friends will nonage to so manipulate things that there 
will be no real investigation; henoe these queries as to the transfer air 
Finley, the apparent withdrawal of Burger* and the leave of absence to 
Veiss. There is also suspicion that the U. S. Marshal's office at 
Oklahoma City la being used to atop any further investigation. 

Is there a complete record of this case In the Attorney General's 
office, and la there a similar file in the State Attorney General's office? 

Has the Department of Justice dropped this natter? 


A2ZHA SAHFQfCB, a full-blood restricted Indian {Osage allottee 
#40?) was married to a white man named Tom McCoy, and died os March 21, 
1922 under ctrcumetancea that excited suspicion. Shortly after that* 
McCoy married a woman said to be a niece of Bill Hale* ^ - 

. . • 

C HA BI g S WHITEH0R5, foil-blood restricted Osage Indian, msgtie# 
to a white woman named Hattie Stnithermau, died suddenly in Hay, 19J}. 
Believed he was murdered by his wife for his property. She was arrested 
twice on suspicion, but was discharged both times for lack of evldsntti* 


Meanwhile, many of the Osage Xnaians in and around F&lrfearsfe* 
in a state of terror; threats continue to be made, and few. people 
ing to discuss any incidents connected with the Murder of Henry 
Anna Brown and the Smith fseaily. 

(signed) fit X. Sniff en, 

Indian Bight* Association# 

995 Drexel Building, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 



December I, 1924 


All the*© i le (3111 Hal ^ the Bur* ''art.- ethers) are still 
living at or as Fairfax. i Jl 

Anna Brown wac a strong drinker. It is believed she was killed 
In a oar or elsewhere and than taken to the place where her body was found . 

Did the D. J. men make fall reports? fere they sent to Wash- 
ington, and were copies forwarded to the Attorney General *b office at 
Oklahoma City? 

If the Department of Justice would pat a man down here (Fairfax) 
and not expect Mm to wdta a report Sartil him work was oocqpleted, I believe 
lie would get some results, fbes his report should go direct to Washington 
and he handled from there. 


* • * 

In connection with the blowing up or the Smith house, there would 
appear to he a double motive. It Is stated that Wta. K. Smith had loaned 
$6,000. to Bill Hale; there was apparently no note, but Hr*. Smith was a 
witness to the transaction. When Smith tried to ooileot the $6,000. Hale 
denied the debt, and Smith brou£it suit to recover the amount. It was also 
understood that Smith had been very active in trying to ascertain *ix o war- 
dered Anna Brown, and was believed to be near to its solution. Shortly 
before the ooileot ion suit was to coxae up in the Court, the Sulth >»•»? “* 
blown up, and all evidence as to that loan of $6,000 was obliterated. At 
the same time tho wife of Burkhart would be entitled to a share of the es- 
tate of Hits Smith. 


■v attention mas wiled to the fact that George Bigneart was 
taken to Oklahoma City by Bill Hale for a surgical operation* He did not 
recover fr on the operation, but died. He is understood to have several 
"head rights*' or shares of the Osage Tribal funds, which was inherited by 
Grace Bigheart (a sister of l!ol lie Burkhart} and her two children. In 
the event of the death of Grace Bigheart, one of the heirs would be Hollle 
Burkhart, this may be only a coincidence, but it is suggestive. 


S. V* Vaughan, an attorney of Fswhuska, who had been represent- 
ing some of the people who were trying to solve these wirders, rail off 
the train coming up freon Oklahoma City. This seems so unusual, for any 
one to Hall off af a Ifellnan oar, that foul play is suspected. Facts may 
be brought out later on, as his family has brought suit ag ains t the Fftkl- 
man Company. 

• * • 

BOTES OP AH IHTEKTIS/ VITH A. V. COK3TOCK, JOBS L. BIRD, at ml. 

The first investigation into these Borders was paid for by money 
contributed by John L. Bird and K. H. Brenner, and lta. H. Briokett was 
put on the case. 


Vhon the Department of Justice (at the request of the Indian 
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r R IN REPLY TO f <E FOLLOWINO: 

\ 


ADDRESS ONLY THE ' 
COMMISSIONER Of INDIAN AFFAIRS 


department of the interior 


8-1923. 


OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON 


iV 17 1924 


m N S 

to* .X? 


\ tS2, 

m. 


Mr. J. E. Hoover, 

. v>. . Acting Director, # 0 ' 

Bureau of investigation, / 

Department of Justice. . rj ... 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

The last report of record covering the investiga- 

ti.B 1.1W ~na»««a V I »““ “ t0 *“ a ’‘ th '• E ' 

a , itb , .1, .«»«« o.«, I«». « “** « 

dated August 16th » i _ j. 

•ed to talce leave from August 14th to 30th. The Office 
would appreciate information as to whether these investiga- 
tions have. Lean discontinued, and i_f so. whether finally or 

only temporarily. 

It would seem unfortunate after all the time and 
labor expended in this investigation not to carry same to a 
conclusion either definitely finding that a prosecution ii , 
not warranted or that the cases should be presented to the 
proper official for grand jury and other proceedings. 

Your courtesy in advising me of the present status^ 

If this matter will he appreciated. 0 5 

1 % Sincerely yours * . b 


eSslL \L. 


% ' -v-'-w 


Commissioner. 
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the canyon and muidor him. Then Peck got arrested for something, in 
a locality and aid not return to Oklahoma. then the investigator j 
mot the Department of Justice were here, I turned Pock over to them. *e* 
yaa later convicted and sent to the penitentiary at Ft. Madison, Iowa.f J 
Sake the fact that Bill Hale had that note of Henry Roan for $25,000-~jjM 
S have always believed that Frank Fock did not tell all the truth. 

\rly handled, he might have given the right name. At any rate, Roan^ iK 
kilm juat as it was propoeed to Pock. All this data was given to til 
D. J. men, but I don. ! t knew what they nave done with it. I understa icS 
they claimed that they knew exactly who did the killing but they cannolB 
prove it. H 

x. 

About a month ego (October, 1924) Mr. Shyrock, of the Burns ll 
“tective Agency, told me he had a man who claimed to know all about the B 
blowing up of^Sill Smith's house. This man had asked him if he could ^B 
any money out of it by telling; that he was under a Federal sentence efi 
eighteen months, end if he could get that done away with he would gir«t B 
the inf ormation. It was he and one other fellow that Bill Kale ia saSS 
to have made the proposition to go and do this work. He did not do j/B 


but the other fellow did. 
heard from him since then. 


This may have been a "feeler. 
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The County authorities made no attempt to find out anything* cSut 
these murders. The matter was taker, up with the State Attomey-Gen© u*B 
Short, tut he seemed to have lost interest in the matter. Js 

No investigation going on now in these cases, so far as I kn fjp 
I understand thet tne £>. J. men (John R, Burger and Torn N. Weiss) have Ijtr 
celled off 3 and th.p.m Texas is now out of the Government service. 

Bill Halt is £ cattleman; very active and infiential in politics; 
sociable with everybody. He has been arrested for cattle stealing but 
always got off. 

■When I web making an invectigation of the Anna Brown, murder o.. ae. 
Bill Hal© offered his services. Ho tola, about meeting Anna Brown and 
Burkhart at a time that differed from the evidence secured. 

Burkhart went down town (Fairfax) and got a witness tc gjwith 
him to Anna Brown' e house to see if she was home. This at the time she 
was missing. 

At. the time Anna Brown and Burkhart were supposed to be on the 
road to Fairfax, many Indians were travelling to Gray Horee to avU»nd a 
hors© race. 

[ ' There are three parties interested in this deal: Bill Halo par- •• 

• the two Burkhart brothers. They are trying to get all the estates tu4 
daughters of Aunt Lizzie Q. in the Burkhart family. Then BurkV. r t h.is Ln 
! jail, on suspicion of being connected with the murder. Bill dale w.c'jWj to 
^see him frequently. • • 

Attorney-General Short promised all the assistance of his v “fice 
Could give the D J. men. On hie second visit, Gustafson fo^nd a IS ^ e * 

he f e 1 ^ t^dt Short' had “& Change of hearti— 4 -r~' " " 


Osage deaths — $ 
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plan to get these estates into the Burkhart family, and when that is ac-oa-^ 
niiwbsd, they expect that Mol lie Burkhart will be found dead some day, end {.' 
MlIbo her half -sifter, Grace Sighesrt, — unless the murderers are appreh? rdedj. 
ftnd brought to justice. f* 
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smwcc OF A CONVERSATION WITH WILLIAM H. BRACKETT— permsne. 

- -■> n . • rt ~ « O crw frv . T ^ „ *1 

ttuurcao 4 ipux ig^, xui.uu > ^-L' 

Gustafson 1 s Detective Agency, 
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Annie Browr. was shot in May, 4 921. She was found about fo<v! 
miles out of Fairfax, in one of those canyons^ after she had been miss 
■ .four or’ five daye. Investigation showed that she went to visit her a 
and sister (lire, hoi lie Burkhart) on the day she disappeared, and »h^ 
at their home in Gray Horse until about J ?• M, ^urkhart a uncle, Er 
was also visiting Burkhart, and there were two cars, one driven by Bry 
Burkhart ana . the other by Ernie Burkhart, which left the place about i 
same time. One was a Ford and the other a touring car. The ^urkhar 
family made the eta talent before the coroner's jury at Fairfax that Br- 
Burkhart had taken Annie home to Fairfax about 5 B* M. The facte war 
no one ever saw Anna Brown at home after leaving it in the morning, ro 
‘on the way home, bin instead of that they saw Bryan Burkhart and Anne 
—-three witness did — < in Ralston (about eight miles south) about 7*M- 
They went away in opposite- directions to Fairfax. The next time they 
were seen or heard of in Fairfax wts about J A. M., the following mom 
Mrs. James, who livrd I M3£ about a block away, stated she heard some mepj 
"cussing’ 1 Anna Brown, telling her to get back in th« car. She looked 
through the window mr.d she was positive it was Bryan Barkhart* They vent 
into the house of Anna Brown, and that was the last information had of her 
.until she was found dead* The Burkhart family was the heir of Anna Brown. 

Then, her mother,. Aunt Lizzie Q., died about three weeks aftur 
Anna died. . - Bill Smith and hie wife told me they thought she wae poisoned ]j f 
but that was never proved. j! 


la- 


in this Anna Brcwr. case— Bill Hale is the uncle of these B^rk- 


fer 


I 


hart boys* Her body was taken up and an effort made to lonate the bullet, y ; c 
Johnson, an undertaker of Pewhuska, was to take the body up, but Matthis 
wika "xiardisn and Bill Hale <*ob their own undertaker in Fairfax (said to fee^ - * 

connected with the Big Hill Trading Co.) ‘to take the body up, and so muti- lf : 

lated it — chopping it up in pieces— that they could not find the bullet, < 

The doctor secured for this purpose was told they would give him $50 if 

ho could find the bullet, but he could not because the body had been so 
mutilated. ’ i 


14 

Bill Smith end his wife always felt they were going to be iil’Jd, 


and they told me that many times. 
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He thought that Bill Hale and V 

mil A Inherit- ttRt.fchr-. 


The Henry Roan Case, There is a man now in the penitent 
Frank Pock. At the time Roan was killed. Poc.o was in this sectior. 
country* Pock says that a fellow by the name of Ben Davis that i 
be around Bartlesville, had talked to him about this murder some 
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HENRY ROAII was found dead in hie automobile on a eide road not 
om Fairfax* Oklahoma, shot through the head, — apparently murdered.* 
e body Tree found February 6, 192}. .. | 

A ehort time, prior to this, a life insurance policy for $23^1 
s taken out by Henry Roan in the Capital Life Insurance Company, of** 
on ver , Cclo., and William K. Kale, of Fairfax, Okla. , named as the b'jrj 
ficiary. It appears that the said Wm. K. Hale was present when Henry 
Roan wae examined by a physician in Pawhueka for this policy, and clai: 
that he had a note from Roan for $25>000. 

/M 

Following the death of Henry Roan, the Capital Life Insurance 
C crop any, sent a representative to Pawhueka to investigate the circumst 
aAd on -the strength of his report, they refused to pay the policy, becaj 
everything pointed to foul play and a conspiracy to defraud;— Roar. hao 
examined by a physician for another Insurance Company, and had been rejl 
ed on account of his having a venereal disease and incipient tuberculosj 
Thoae conditions, it is believed,' existed when Roan was passed by the 
examining physician at Pawhueka. 

The local authorities failed to apprehend the murderer of Rcu 

although circumstantial evidence poinrod to Win. K. Hale. 

* 

It is under stood that Hale has brought suit against the Capiti 
Ineurance Company to collect the amount of the policy, and that the mat 
is now pending in the Federal Court, district of Oklahoma City. 

ANNA BROWN, a full -blood restricted Oaage Indian, was found dead 
An a cany or. off a irain road, three or four miles from Fairfax, in. the month 
of May, 1921. She apparently had been murdered— shot through the head. 

The local authorities were either unable or unwilling to apprehend the 
murderer* Her property was inherited by three sisters, Mrs. Rita Smith* 
Mrs. Mollis B U rkh&rt and Mrs. Grace Bigheart. 


RITA SMITH, a full-blood restricted Osage Indian (sirrit.: to a 
white man named William E. Smith), was killed March 9 j 192} — literally 
blown, to pieces by a charge of some high explosive placed under her 
house, at Fairfax. Her husband and a housekeeper, in the house at the 
seme time, were also killed as a result of the explosion. Various fcf- 
forte were made to apprehend the party or parties responsible for thl* 
outrage, but without result. Judge Wilson, of Fairfax, told me that he 
kept his Coroner^ jury together for four months, but that as so many 
threats had beer, made, people wore afraid to give any evidence, although 
fir cums tan ce eT pointed to the criminals responsible for the deaths of 
[enry Roan and Anna Brown. Judge Wilson was not satisfied with trie 


f 


tome of hi 3 efforts to solve these murders, and he expressed the 
Federal authorities would go to the bottom of them. 

One of the heirs of Anna Brown and Rita Smith is Mo) ±ie Bur! ar 
the wife of Ernest Burkhart, said to be a nephew of Wm. K* Hain. E n 

Burkhart and his brother, Bryan Burkhart, were arrested on sus^ici 


hat 


th^l)lp^ing uj* of u the t "I a tar -re leased f«r- ^ack-^f^-e 

1 e in FeVhuck a who '‘have' been' foil owing this matt, jt ex 
th& belief that the murders of Anno Brown and Rita Smith are part o 
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MCMCRAI^yM CONCERNING THE DEATH OF 
OSAGE INDIANS. 

1. Hoary Roan [full-blood), Ulottee #721 

2 , Anna Brown, <*c 

Hit* Smith 

. , c do allottee #407 

4. Anna Sanrorc, oo 

5 . cHarlee Whitehorn do 

• _ and others. , 
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„ . r u v Sniffen» secretary of 

.(InfrTaoUon seeurec J l. # -<• Sn ^ ^ 

the India-', Rlgnts Aaaocis -roa, 

Fsdrfex, Okie boat, Hovembor17-19» '>**> 
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Deoeeher 18 v 1924. 


Hr. Charles H. frirbe, 

0 ami as loner, Indian Affairs. 

“Pepartnent of tne interim*, 
lr*hington, 1>.0, 


Dear Sir* 


Reference is toads to /oar lot tar of the 17th ultlno, 
y if* 21715-1925, wniah 1 have read with considerable interest* 

I hare hod an osajalnatiaft ro.de of tha ease of investi- 
gation of the prurdar of V, S. Smith and other Osage Indians, and 
have taken up the matter specially vvith our Oklahoma City office. 
'Zhe case har* be?vn SI agouti me* ae v.*e have ocon on wo rfc in oon- 
motion with the re*r.ptiiro of one Individual who has material 
information on these murders, hat who disappeared coins tine ago* 

X want to assure you that the Bureau lc reed/ and 
willing to euert ever/ possible effort consistent *ith the Is*, 
to aloes tills oaso to the satisfaction of both yourself and the 
State authorities, and £ have Issued special instructions tods/ 
to our Oklahoma City offioe to take up the laatter l« novo, and 
advise se as to the particular sen to be assigned Is addition to 
those already at work on sa c-c. 

I will see to it that you receive copies of all re- 
ports received. 


Ter/ truly yours* 


Acting director 


ii; • 

m & 


: *. • v 

i .sae,' 





•<*<‘ v .'— ■>- >' 
.<•. » :’ 

' 

- Hi ' 




Deoember I5 t IS £4* 


'm 


mm 


,r. W. ■*/. P-illir-j, 




Dear gin 


Oklahoma City* Okie* : v- *yh' 

- . ri :^y 


13LC -i w * / • t / 

DEPART* .£ *»T Of JUS 


>5 ; ' Referonca ie made to' the reports submitted from your 

'6 ' - GfflQo In the caao of the murder of V* E. Smith, et & 2 , and 

.-tija jn^BtigatioE of the C*age Jndiai^situatiQii generally ^ &Q 
/.far as crim Ie oot»or»oA* ■ ->- v , , - ' ." . . 

: 9 fe V" ' ■•' = •■! bb* enclosing herewith a <fc<S>y of ft very interesting 

and aoriovia me: ;oro.ndura 'left at ths Department, which you will 
. fee fior-ands itetsfliato and very careful attention. I have my 

• own idea aa to tna original source of" inspiration of this 

! 4 ^^v' memorandum. However, I want you to take it up »r£ let mo have 

5 ,*;/: • the benefit of ^nyrinf ornati on in your possession. 
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I ftioo om forwarding herewith oopy of a letter from 
Oooilesi oner of Indian Affaire on the acme case , and I -&}j 
^%.V; V want yon to toko the file in your office, vhlsh contains - 
f ' ^ t ioally c ve ry thing t hi ch has boss eubni tted, today, and 

' " ‘satisfy yourself as to any loads which have not been run out, 

>•* os it is my Intention to see that the. investigation proceeds 
* and 1 that nothin ia left undone until everyone is perfectly 

* - satisfied that ue have done all that reasonably could hr ex- 

y, psetod . 

' I am particularly anxious that the Commissioner of 

Indian Affairs has the benefit of every effort which can be 
i exerted 'end it was my impression that vo had gone 03 far as 
in your 02)ihion tho promises of solution would justify. 

However , I want, you to let me know immediately whether you need 
* I „ the services of Agent Burger, or any other Agent, or way reason- 
T able number 0 f Ai^)ht 3 t and if yoa caro to specify tho individual ) 
r; : ^Jv ^jBen t I prefer that you do it, and I will order them at once to 
> .roport to you for ass lganont , urti 1 the case is closed to t l 
'• '• •: ' -^sati&fac tion of all. * r> V v ^ . 
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rain ino2u£{*3, or i 
... ,» rTinry Kar . t tv ^ iijfc . r.£y bsa o ja d tin 

aa£ in conaootio^ 
ai - 0 o*vai*£Inp: to you hi 
wiri txoii torrx>? Afjont in 

t BQygei', linn sac City, w^iicfc ve 
rants on tli© srJt>Joct oX rap or 
nont at the tir>;o 31&o!:i6 -ii«:*. 
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lepartttmtt of lusttra 

Surrau of JtotJMttgattott. 

P. 0. POX l£b, 

On^hhoma City, Chlehoma. 
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i;e comber 19 , 19n4. 

J4, v 

birector, - ! zpr.^ 

Bureau of Investigation, f ; 

Bepartmont of Justice, . ./ll'il. jJIOU - yn 

ffasn m g ton, ^ ■» . 

Dei-r Jir : ' ... - 

”sr r "* r * 

l.eference is nt a to your letter of jecem- 
berlotn, 19a4, Initials .,h'C-llrh*, enclosing ao:.y a^tcorjs 
uMfttad ^nts 1 t^Ilv ana larger, 

lI so men or an dum i r o m 
reports" submitted on' Investigations of tneff usage Indian 
Harders * 

Jhe reports submitted on this investigation 
by former agent <( ei as, and ^gcnt burger, total many hundred 
of page;., which I nave not the time to go over fuxly, 
however, nave nad this Indian murder case under cons id era ti 
since my arrival in Inis district on July 1st, 19^4. have 
conferred witn the state officials, as '.veil as many people 
living in fne Gst-ge territory. 
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Pave never been convinced tnat tnis case 
could not be successfully ntnilcd, nm/cver, 1 Jo not believe 
that ..gent ^urger c.n ao more than he has done ae ret of ore. 

It is rny opinion that two or three competent agents can at 
least secure enough evidence to warrant court action against 
some one for the murder of some of these Gs~ge Indians. I 
have not found any evidence against any person or persons in 
reports of agents iVeiss or Burger, that would be admissive 
as evidence • 


»■£* 


be 
sh ould 


I hesitate to suggest tny particular men to 
assigned to this case, cut I agree with you trut_the 
be i; 



believe, will demand men 


investigation, I 

who are well versed in police methods 
in a wild country, where practically all of tneir dealings 
will be with outlaws, as Osage County Is the base of most of 
the bam; robbers operating in tnis and adjoining states. 

Ihe only agents in the Bureau, to ay knowledge, that hrve 
apparently had any experience of the hind, which I believe 
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I - ha ve been worlcir. 
and through iHBfl 
Country, wd cSc 
Drchen.i h •’ ■ ■ * v; a r. 


e ♦ pi 'Opera ti on 
the exact location 
shortly he will be 
organized. to captu 

case to g.et 
oalled to 7'asningt 
who cwi tai:s u: th 


in the Osage Country, are Agents -Franfc S. 
s Office , and j. a* street of the ki Paso 1 
feel that neither one of then would tahe j 
ignnent, as they probably "know better than* 
ip 3 which they would have'* to go up 'against 

of MEgggntKKm 

^ith Un i t e u __s t a t e s ii^snal Thlva I«lc Do n a 1 

BMP who r 0 VHHlHiH^B! tue Osage 
ve taut v:e wil^ oe able to ap- * 
‘ _ wq believe, reliable ini or mat i on tn*at 

another outlaw, have established a 
fifteen miles from Stroud, Oklahoma : 
c-t this time unknown. It is believed tha 
definitely located, when a posse can be, 

A It- Dp I fWo^s S 7 0 


a oo u 


^^gent murphy has been assigned to this 
definitely located, however, his being 
on on special assignment leaves no one heri 
e tasa of loot ting this fugitive, • 


All of the agents, which this office now has, wi* 
“■the exception of nc , are new men in the service, inis reru: 
constant supervision of their invest ifrat i on s and I have verv 


little 


mt supervision of their investigations and I have very 
3 time let i> L< o ua.vG uo tnis case » * 


le a s t t « o competent 


.* KJ ^ KJ U -l ±*-- L — o JLL. L- U wi UHL , CU il C 

be assigned to this cose immediately, and as they go over the 
ground, they can decide whether or n_ot additional seen will 
be need. in 'hand ring this investigation,! believe tha agents 
will uncover a great number of cases of frauds against Indians 
these frauds. being perpetrated by the persons responsible for 
the murder of Indians, and involving other people*who have 
been instrumental in covering up t he evidence in these murder 

a n 


respectfully. 


wbb/h 


~yy. 

- V/. D. lolling, f'j 

Special j-gent in Charge. 
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Department of Sustirc, 

Bureau of Jrmretigatum. 

?• 0. Box 125 , 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma* 
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January. 28, 1925. 

&3-S~C3 3-JjJ MAs s- 


Hon. J. "3. Hoover, Director 
Bureau of Investigation, #2. 

Department of Justice, 

Washington, D. C. 

He: Osage Indian Murder Cases. 
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Special Agents Smith end Street are' 
submitting a report which shows conferences with the * 
Attorney General, Short* 

Attorney' General Short intends to call 
a Grand Jury in Osage County on February 16th, and 
suggests that no furtner investigation be made until 
that time, when he intends to have the witnesses wnioii 
Agdnts Smith and Street have se_t out to appear- ‘be fere 
the Grand Jury, f Or returning indictment on at least 
one of these cases, and at the same time have other 
witnesses called in an- effort to dispose of all seven 
of the murder cases. 

-.As per my night letter of January 2 6th, 
Special Agent Street is returning to Kl Paso, Texas 
in accordance with your instructions, for attendance at 
the United states District Court, and pending advice 
from you. Special Agent Smith has returned to Ft. Worth 
to complete an important investigation which he was 
handling- in that District. 
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Attorney General Short appears well 

( satisfied with the progress made by special Agents Smith) 
and Street, and believes they have this case in such 
shape as to warrant the calling of a special Grand 
4 .Jury, however, he intends calling a Grand Jury on oiwetj 
matters in the Osage County for February 16th, and P c 
desires to take up this case at that time. It will. 
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In this connect ion, - wish to state tfc 
■ &b -there h as been so many rumor s as to the reason o 

I would suggest tha 
these Agents he authorized to take up this feature 
of the investigation in connection with the murder 
case-s. - *- r 


an: 


; j ^thin g to indicate t] 

_• un flu . 

' general opinion amon^Tn? 
Tocal -officers t.rrongnout the state is that such is « 
the case , end I believe it would be to the interest of 


While there 
influence wag us< 


the Department to ascertain if this is a fact, so that 


proper steps ray be tahen, or the rumors repudiated. 


He sp ec tf ally , 


B/Gh 


.7. B. Bolling, y 
Special ^gent in Charge. 
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REPORT MADE AT; 

Ok 1 ah oina City 

DATE WHEN MADE: 

. _ _ 

r-£ 0-£0 

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: 

1-10 and 26 
Inclusive 

■&_ 

REPORT I£ADE BY: \ C ’ ■ 

2 . 3. Smith ' 

J. A. Street' 

TITOE: 



CHARACTER OF CASE: 

3 TLYA 1 T BIIBXHABT et al 


Murder of Anna Brown, 
Osage Iniian, «oman 

SYNOPSIS or FACTS: 

SYNOPSIS : 


0 . 

C. 70/1/2 , . ... 

/ * * ^ 

i- ‘ 1 

1 




Digest of evidence and names of witnesses 


in the AKITA d5kC7*lT murder case. Activities 
of Attorney Creneral of Oklahoma in ‘bringing 
about criminal prosecition in this and num- 
erous other Indian murder case’s. 

The following is a brief digest of evidence 
with reference to the murder of AKITA SROTU 
assembled from a series of reports captioned 
bill Smith', et al. a . L. Smith, et al. u©n- 
spiracy to murder Osage Indians in the Indian 
Osage Reservation. Setting out names of wit- 
nesses whom it is alleged in former reports 
who can give evidence v/itli reference to the murder 
of AKITA SliOlilT, the finding and the identifications 
of her remains. It is the expressed belief of 
those investigators that these witnesses are in 
possession of material information. 


Activities 


DETAIIS : 


bYriiiTCb: ',7j th iz : t.z 

'HIT1Z.SSZS TO PRO VE. 


TV 1 T? T7T ‘ "T\T ~L r T5 

' w ^ J. X.' JJ Jl , ^ 


Andy Smith 
Ona Smith 
I. L. Ellsworth 


Fairfax, Oklahoma. 


1*V) pp, ~i i~. yi <3 ta q cs o o 1 1 /■. fQ/ s 4* ^ T*> ^ ^ . a _■> _ _ 

uu nave x uuiiu mur ceres ooay or AKITA 


do not write in theme spaces 


Spiccmi. Aokxt 
IN CHAMI 



_ RECORDED AND INDEXED; 

0 ^ 503 *, ~ud fed 2 ,o„ 

bUkeau uf iNVWTI oAtiun CHECKED OFF; 

1 4 iv ; . f£fi 2 I '»! 


BUREAU UF INVESTiOATIUN CHECKED OFF; 


JAN ;; 

L 2: 

DEPARTMENT of justice 


ROUTED TO 


■YH 







K * 
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F. 3. Smith <2: J. A. Street 


1 - 36-35 


BRCTiT on May 37, 1921. 

(For details, see report of former Agent) 


(HTt* i R 

V " 


naterl .Tan. 10. 1924 1 pare 15 = 


vr* 


SVIjjSITCS Of CAUSE OP DEATH 

¥ITH333ES TO PROVE. 

I£r. Turnden : , Undertaker, Fairfax, Okla# 

This witness examined wounds, and prepared remains for burrial. 


| and is alleged to now have in his possession part of skull bearing 

t 

bullet wound. 

| 

i Dr. D. A. 

Dr • f . It . 

i 

These physicians are alleged to have performed an autopsy on re- 
mains of A171TA DPC7.T7 . ( P or details, see report of forme r ) 

(Agent ’Veiss, dated fan. 19, 1924 ) 

The Coroner: Fairfax, Oklahoma. 

! 

! Who c o nduc ted i ncgu e s t . (For details, 

; (Agent Weiss, 


Il'Iikf I FICATI CI75 CP BODY. 


see r ep or t of Forme r ) 
da ted fan . 10, 1 £ 2d ) 


(See details in report of Former Agent) 
( ■» e r s s , datea <_ an . 10, lead, page 1 o . ) 

^houn) Fairfax, Oklahoma. 

Shoun) 


HTBh33F3 TO P^OVP. 

Mrs. Anna SitterlyJ 
Mrs . holly Burkhart 
Hr. Scott Ha others 
Dr. J. 3. Shoun 

These witnesses are alleged to have made positive identificati onsj 
of the dead body found as that of A171TA BRC¥1\. 

(For details see report of Former Agent) 

(¥eiss datea fan. 10, 1924 ° ) 
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’-‘^3 Oi’ SK3 VICTIM, AYIIA ERCT.1T, OS’ HAY 81, 1$S1. .j 
qf HAY 22C , 1921 L A$T XliE.-SE 




ML * TT rtIMINti OPT Kit 7 — 11 *. 


A C ) W 


1.1 1 L/fi - C • ^ Lr W W u 


1-20 “ 


7 I T V.-u.S 3. J 3 Tu f. -PVT) » 

hrs . Anna Sitterly: xxe silence Fairfax, Civ la. 

-no it is alleged will testify as follows: That she was called to 

the hone of A1717A BTC.7I7 in the early morning of hay, 1921, ana assisted 
A1717A TllChTT in house work, that „ b o ut 7; 30 A,]g* AI717A TB.C/.717 r e ce - ved 
a telephone call to come to Greyhorse. That AlhA IHdV.h after receiv- 
ing this call stated to hrs . Sitterly that she hau just received this 
telephone call from names t lurkhart to come to Greyhorse on account 
of the sickness of her mother; that she, hrs. Sic ter ly assisted A17I7A 
EhCV, T in packing a handbag ; that in this handbag A117A 11C117 had a 
quart of cor n-whi s k ey . That AI T7A jh '.272.7 left this p r emi ses about 8 
A. h* carrying on her arrn tv;0 quilts and wearing an Indian apron, and 
left in a cab .,ith lob Carter for Greyhorse. 

It is further alleged that hrs. Sitterly will testify that when 

All A l-7u<17 left her home for Grey horse, she had in her handbag a 32 

daliber revolver, which she usually carried, that she, hrs. bitterly 

did not again see A1717A 1- .0,7 17 alive, but the next time she saw A17TA 

vnO.n. she **as dead, on hay 27, 1921. Tha t she, hrs. Sitterly after 

viewing the dead remains of A1717A ITCdlT on hay 27, in company with 

oixicers went to the home of A1717A 7 hCd‘7 and there found the handbag 

which she, hrs. Sitterly had assisted A1717A 3H0.717 in packing on hay 

2lst, laying in a chair,' that the 32 revolver was missing from this bag,j 

that hie pi emi ses of AH, A AEO..I7 at this time did not indicate that it 

had been disturbed, or that anyone had remained as the house anv oeriod 

of time, but oust simply entered and placed the bag on the chair and 

left * (lor details see report of A 0 enc >.eekley, ) 

(dated August 22, 1923. ) 


miATJxo oitici 



i . u • uni "tli jz »T . A. n t r e e t 


1-25 -2; 


■o'b Carter: Ta::i I river. 


-ho will testi 


-fUr ft-, • + 


-1 1 — v i ... i , O'* * — 1- C>* . 

lie was called to tlie hc-us e of All A I YCl'Y on 


n or nine of Aav wist, 1921, arriving there ah or 


rove 


A117A BBX9717 from her home to the residence of earnest lurhhart , leavin; 
her there between 8; 30 and 9, A. k. This he i n w the last time he saw 


her alive. 


(for details, see report of Agent) 
(ITeakley, August 22, 1923. ) 




art ha un 


-'Pty, iI7ee Bro o kshire 


l 17orf ork, Chla. 
^ _ *a s ^ i e Y/U s d o 1 1 * 


a one s - 


It is alleged that krs , Doty will tsstii 

1 tic work at the home of Earnest Burkhart, Jreyhorse, Okla. in Lay , 1921, 
that those living a t the Burkhart home at that time consisted of Barnes 

Burkhart, and family. BAY A 17 lUllB-IAAT, Duke Burkhart, and mother of 


A1717A B - -C.YI7 . ihat sometime in the morning of Hay 1921, 
to the home of Lamest lurhhart, That A 11 11 BhCl'Y was 
had a bottle of v;h i s 1: ey ; th a t All 19 1 ' :C '7.17 r emai ncd at -c 
c« 1 1 a , 
v ere vi si tin 


■ m r\ f ___ 

f ^ - ■* ~ - *r_r^G^ ^ k — ■ - wk > d ^ l/.. iG 

rnest Burkhart at th 


A117A B II Cl, 1 7 came 
dri r*7:i ng , and 
c r n e :j t 1 urkha r t 1 

) 


A1TA - 




t me • ihat 

ww.’w- 1 w w 

mad, and spent a greater portion of the da"* in 


cespoimenu, tn 

h c v s e , d. r i nl: i n g v/hi s k ey , Tha t All: A BkCYY told h e r , hr s . L ot: 


s e erne a 
a Currier 
that she 


jealous of BAY A” B8HKKA1IT and stated she .. ould kill any woman she 


* . j? -y *.,■**» , ,'•->***»* * .v s>P. 


caught flirting with him. That BB.YAIT 3UKKHAYT told Krs. Doty on this 
that Allll BY. Cl, IT had threatened to hill him unless he married her, 
hat he w&s going to beat her to it. That sometime about 7 or 7;50 


o.< 


P. K. , the evening of Kay 21, BHYAK BURKHABT, Earnest Burkhart, and 
A117A Yh 07,17 left the home of Barnes t Burkhart, in two cars, a ford end 
the latter Earnest Burkhart's car. This 


a*- h 0 ml , 


i ones s is uuubue to 


s i/& «e in —i cn car A__„. .ho... lest she premises, os - which, car either 

•oTHKHiyr raorrcN* gfnci 7 — li*» 


? 9 1 



u* t; ctj 


1- -iC -r5 


of 


.8 Burkharts »ere driving. That she, Brs, hot: 
a 1.1-' o. B e nr, 8 . 


o _ c 


*1 ", 


(Per details 
(c.l^ jc, t on 

( l. i ■' e r -o c t l. t • e ■ r t c ’ ' r 

(do. tec. 2ep7.ew.Dex 1C, 1921 


: !;1 ./ tU. S A Cl.Ul '. t 

c .' /. ■■.'•- i ) 

■; h | 


d- . w -x 


) 


.rs, l.ile. U v tellz.) 


Xiett 


C. V-. fj "P 

^ . - A.- V. , - 


... -S J- ^ 

si L. 


. e. I. oiu 

BBC 12 !A! :T and that Bk 
Than ABBA B1:C.7B ashed her i 


IT IhhCCHAB 


x, Chi a. 
that she met ABBA Br.C7.2C 
:;e cn lay hi, 1921, 

a e^nc.iib i.v 

/-v -h ** „ * , _ , r - 2 ' /*“% * 1 4- -s ■+■ 

^ C*.. -I A -*. C— c- 'J c. O 2,0* 


. 1 iw . 


entered into an a. 
cuing day an a domestic. ABBA IT. 07.27 stating t- 


- . e r v- _ e n e x o m or nr i:g 
mo min 
a- un e a 


It h alleged this v/itness will testiC 
e residence of Barnes t Burkhart, at Greykors 

v i onesc ^ne t- si,e ./a 
T h ad to do l 

if she v/ould v;crh for her, and that she 

reenent to start tc work for AC2TA IBC71T the foll- 

+ v ' t she would send after 

That ABBA lh.CB.2T did not send for her the next 

h as agreed , hut in the afternoon of the follow ing day, Buy J2d, 

urhhart came tc her house ana ashed her to work for l:rs . Barnes t 

-urn, nart . That she stated to huke Burkhart that she had promised to 

■..-ora i or Lrs. ABBA BBCuB. That Luke Burkhart stated that ABBA BBC.7B 

naa gone , and that she supposed ABBA BkCBB had gone a. .ay on a spree, 

tnat she accompanied Luke Burkhart to the house of Barnest Burkhart, 

.here she worked for the next four weeks. That she was at the home of 

Barnest Burkhart when the remains of ABBA EECW17 was found, and that 

lh-s. earnest Burkhart stated to her that Barnest Burkhart and herself 

had taken ABBA BECBi: home on Saturday evening, hay 21st, about 4.P.JLB 

(Bor details, see report of Former A-ent) 
eiss , dated Jan. 22, 1924, page 4-5-6-) 

— s -*- 1 ' 0ra - Ben . n ^ : Residence, Bartlesville, Okla. 

it is alleged that this witness will eo-oterate statements or 


•OTM^HK^r 


rtr\Tw« omtfi 7 ^— 1199 




* i 

a »U_ 


<7 . A . Street 


1 -, 


6 


w J. 


,v tha lo r i ght L o trg , a nd 1 jr s . ml i a 
^ "* ^ a X- £ **■ r ’ I :z i* - ^ 

.^ .: *. i- > * ^ di L.-.W w c 


(Luella) Kallett, concerning 


events at Earnest Burkhart’s residence on Iky hist, 19.. 

(For details, see report of Former Agent) 

(Weiss, dated Jan. 10, 1924, page 5 - 6-7 ) 

TBSTIHChY CF HF1YA1T £ mKHAIiT : Residence Oreyhorse, Okla. Taken 

at incues t of ABBA IFXIH. This testimony' discloses that Burkhart 

I 

t e s t i f i e d that he carried AB17A 1 ?: dkg: h ome f r on Or ey h orse to Fa i rfu: . , 
about 4 P.i:. on the evening- of Hay 21, 1921, and left her at her home, 

and has not seen her since. 

(See testimony given by BRYAI7 BUPJQiAFT at) 
(Inquest of Aik A BKCTL7 at Fairfax, Ckla ) 

(Hay rl, 1921. ) 

Testimony of Lamest Burkhart : Taken at inquest of A1TTA 11X7,17. 

-0 material information developed from this witness, 

l,ee Cto : He s i dene e , Fa i r f ax, Okl a. 

It is alleged that this witness will testify that he visited the 
home oi Ad. A mhC .ft sometime about 6 jp.H. ana also 11 P.H. the evening 

of Hay mist, and found no one at home. 

(For details see report of Agent .. eakly , ) 

(dated August 22, 1925. " ) 

- 1 residence , Campbell, Texas. 

mrs . J. jl, xriages ) * 

These witnesses are alleged to have stated that they were at t he 

heme of Tamest Burkhart in Hay 1921. That A1XA BBC17L7 was there on 

thc.t date, and that uhYAH BHriKHAPT i-ft . Bridges ford touring car left 

tamest Burkhart’s home with ANITA B ECWI7 rr esumingly to take her home 

<7i tC ■ ?£irfa;: » leaving the premises after .supper, and just before dark 


; . - , — .nJ MBgagSSttSTW* 

< I that hhhAl, iURKKAhT later joined the® at a show, a fter -..hi oil he retur 
ji.itij them to Earnest wurkhart's home, ana slept in the same room with 

g r * anC ' 1;rS " iridges the ni-ht of hay rwaai nin- <n Xite . r«- 

HTN» K* NT Part*TCN« OTT9CM 


nid 


Yfi 





street 


1-2C-L 


oo 


a. 


all night, and .as there the 'mornin^ of fl 

(Per details, see r eport of P o nee r Ag ent ) 
(iveisb, da tec net, hi, 1 9r4 • ) 


Pals ton, Ctrl ah ona * 


Pred UTneeler ) 

I. L. Hedges 
.a , i> , La my 

J, licfuire 

It is alleged that these witnesses will testify to seeing BhYAT 

Car, at Pals ton, Chla. on the 


IhlCKAnT and AKKA ERC 
night of Lay hi, 19hl, /about 


o • 


P.L, 


^ t erne n t ox i r e a ;< 21 e el e r ) 

(datea"1cep. 16, 19hl. See report of) 
(Agent \7eiss, dated fan. 10, 1924* ) 

(page 7 and 8. ) 


■}OC:l 




__ he sice nee, Fairfax, 01:1a* 

1 he following is a statement of facts it is alleged that this 
witness can tesify to: 

leorge fames . Fairfax, can testify that he and hdith I avis, and 

f . L. .^ridges (and probably Pill Hale) met fry an and ^nna at 
said whiskey joint west of Pals ton, that 


n ~ mm a. uwi i, ^.ui mi ^vib, jeorje janes and n 

Kale drove in another direction, with the apreenent^thaTThe oartv 

^iipo ?— et ^ . n i? h l at - :p ^~ ul f gdn » s Load house, three" 

EU :° t ■ • f • 0j ' rUl u ci - rLi - > .tha u ^ ams s ana the t o w orn pn did prri^ 
at Paul Johns about, ^.Jfcer^EETleavins them soLLere in +he 

Ma«!EeT®t about 11 ; 30 £31 Bridges ana brh tLAY a “+ 

Paul Johns- wherp t. W n^- +,r _ hchf Q y n f u 


nil 



Flacd 


a 


whiskey joint, 2 miles east of "u-bank th-tSe ^ 

ana onorty lor-an snir +v,™ - — Dc " nic , that here they s topned 

they VirioT^Vout of ttelr cars h. ^ in P ° P tottl h that 
PfLSM that..about a ^I fl ’ ^ in «*j 

fax: thr.t ^ away fr 


on in the 

***** **rss Srftr 4 

«a:j“ *• -* sutk iWjrrs#\s’ • >*«, (*»» 

-here they went after 


MT«VKl>IT FIWTW 


wtxt 7 — HM 



— , win 


!lc 5. -> ui. 6£t 


1-26-25 


,.e 


•• ■; • ->T . 

.. j. '-.-T-T--. . 


..esidence unknown a., pre 
It .. s alleged the 


nit , di c. live near ai* C.:,.lu. 


this witness can testify that he positively sew 


.rner- 


Paul Johns : 


lurkhart and AKITA 22.0,7 IT ne; 


"Tl. - , 4* v 

-2 — * J. I 0-0- , a o 


1 • "O /■ ’ " T t - 

-L j • .C.S • 


»a. 


(For details, see report of Former Agent Teiss) 
(dated ITov. 50, 1925, page 2; Para^rfiph 5. ) 

He s i den c e unkn o»,n . 


It is alleged that this witness can testify that he sa,, hhYA 

ymTTKATT and AKITA IT C.VI7 together at his head House, near Hals 

on the morning of Kay add, about 1;50 A.K. 

(Tor details, see report of Agent 7/eies,) 

(dated l!ov. 50, 1925, pa 7 ?e 11, ) 

Krs . fee, lames : -.esidenc, Ta irfan, Chi a . 

It is alleged that this witness can testify that on Sunday morn- 
ing, Kay 22, 1921, about 5 A. II. she 'was waiting for her husband, and 
that she heard voices talking on the road South of her house, and saw 
s* car , and tn at sne heard a man*s voice remark 11 ror ' Tod Sake Anna* sto 
K o nr f o o 1 i s hn ess , and corse get in this carh Th 


0l ""t this car then drove 


to tne residence of AKITA KHC.7IT stopping in front of the house. That 
she sa. the porch light turned on at A1TKA hTC.TT*S house, and sa. a man 
and woman walk up on AKITA K:hCTK*S porch. That when Kiev came up under 
the pOiCs li^ht, she could plainly see that the man was BKYAK KITTI KAK T 

ana tne -oman AKKA KhOliC. that she paid no further attention, and 
last sa, them on the porch. 

(Tor details see report of A^ent Teiss,) 

(anted August 1924. ) 

Zee Tinkle: Resident Jreyhorse, Ckla. 

I 

'i 

is alleged that this witness can testify f m - ! 

j u»j u ao ter uayliyht 


-unaay morning, Kay j 2, 1921, he s 


r i pipto 


or mu * *wt rmmrr* n orrtc* T 1 IM 



\ 




i-mc-. 


T -Sf . or.: s in "w rne~t hurhhar t » s Bui cl: car, • nd he stopped an;. spohe 





UREHAi.T hue since ashed him to not 


to h.ih' amlCHAhT. That hhYAT IbThYhL.T has since ashed him to n< 

I II I I II 

tell anyone of this occurrence. 

— l 

(For details, see A^enr Weiss's report, dated) 
(August 9, 1924 . ) 

i. If. Pi he : last address 4311 Troost 3t. 910 hast 13 th St,, 

Kansas City, Yo, 

lo is alleged unc o tnis witness can: testily that he was employed 


-y ehh h a u r r :n a r t ana .w..mest wu i nhart as a detective afte 


me ar- 


rest of 


.KAhr on a charge of murder of 


— -A - ^ m U <#■’ 0 ^ 


tain evidence to cover up the guilt of KAYAK l hi 1KKAT. T • "hat he W}- ( 


acc om;; am ed 


flfhAI.T 


\ra s introduces to name r cue state wi tn e g 


in the interest of hi 


clocking tne state prosecution of wUJYIAf'T. 

I- 0 * tails, see report of Agent .Zeiss, cased) 
(.an. 10, load, Page 9-10 -ll-lo-lo . Also April) 

v 1 9 w- i a i iC. .. \j L/i.i . 1 92'“ * ] 


having reviewed the files containing the gre^ or ted testimony of 
tmis witness, h, Pike, it is the opinion ci these Agents that the 
presence oi this witness is very ingcrtant, and that every effort should 
«_e made oO have him present cefore the fraud fury* 

Attention it respectfully called to the fact, that the lureau files 
covering investigations of the several murders of Osage Indians, con- 
tain voluminous repo or ts from several fovernment agents, I 

and in *.v_ich is imbedded the preported investigation of several betec- 

tit e Agencies, and private investigators, covering a period of more 
than three years. In these various records will he found reference to 

numerous persons, whom are alleged to have made statements, and others 

whom are alleged to be in possession of material information, relative 


i ofTTC* 7— !!#• 


J. A, Street 


1-26-25 


10 





an 




to s one of the murders of the Os a e Indians. 

It is further disclosed that there is other witnesses mentioned 
in the numerous files that are fugitives from Justice. This report 
only attempts to set out material matter, relative to the murder of ApiTt 
hi. Uhl’ and this evidence having been reviewed by the State Attorney, 

i 

general, of Oklahoma, Lr.S&.ort, and his assistant hr. King, it is ! 

! 

their expressed opinion that this evidence is sufficient to - arrant the j 
filing of criminal complaints, the tjI&c in_ in custody all the principals 
arm the presenting of this evidence and other evidence in the files 

! 

ccncerninj Indian murder to the -^rand Jury. Attorney general uhort J 

✓ 

advises that he is laying plans for his relentless prosecutions in 
those matters, that he will proceed to ascertain if he can get the co- 
operation from the local county officers in the district in which these t 
primes were committed, and if he can, he will convene a urand Jury in 
that district sometime around February 16, 1525, and will proceed with 
the prosectuion of these cases, and should he fail to get such co- 

operations, as lie deems necessary, that he will then foimulate plans 
by which these cases will be relentlessy prosecuted somewhere in the 
State of Oklahoma, and will so advise this bureau. 

Attor n ®y General Short expresses the inadvisability of the Govern- 
ment agents now assigned on the inves tigati ons of this case, attempt- 
ing to pursue further investigation on these cases in the Osage sections 
prior to ]h is ©effective arrangements to present those cases to a irand 
Jury due to the danger of the principals becoming active and causing 
witnesses to be molested. 

j 

Ko further action on the part of these agents will be at temp- j 
ted pending the coasuniation of Attorney .eneral-s plans for prosecttiof 
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‘j Mr. Baughman - □ 

gS;-' Mr. Cunningham - □ 

rvr' Bureau Filing Section.... 

Personnel Filing Section. 









w «sj «-<* o vo oa j j» jIa wwho 

. . ; • - - . f . >,-V . 



*■» *r. ,. •■'■»' 'V- f 1 .'-■ *r 




Ecru Charles S* hurke, 

•Office of Indian Affair*, . . ' > 

Department of the Interior* ..: , 

ftaabingtoa, D«C* 

Pear Si/ ; 

2 £ii transmitting herewith, for your 
inforiaasloa, a copy of a report dated the 
26th -alt* Bade 1# Agents ?■* $« Sadth and 
f . A* street of ovu? Oklahoma City office, 
with reference to tho case of JaniSAS 1 BOPX— 
}J3V f at al* hnrdor of A-jnaTSr own# Osage 

Very truly yaur*;. 




Inc* 33015 


Director* 







tkp&xtmnt of Justice, 

Surratt af Jttfljsitigatfritt. . 

?. O. BOX:. 125 f . • 

OB 1. ah oaa ity p -Gkl a • \ 

. -- * -*.• -■ . _ 


*• - 6 


d ru~ry 2, 1925 



XjXSSPrtf- 


■■■■<%; '''I - ■■ . A. ' 

3. ~ Hoove r, liruct 
&i£rf#U 4 - qfc-I n^c s t i ,pa t i on , 

„ Jci-f -t . _ „ 4 -- " t, , .. ~ 




A t Mention ;?b 3 T E 8 ' f> 


T'^par t^e nth oi ist ice, 

y&siiinstcHi,. B. C._ 

* *• . ‘ 

;, f ' ■* »•• . >. ■ 

5>e&r air ; ’• 




2 * ~f(>33 


.. Attorney 3cnerul Short- states that he his ; 

ria.de all arrant s..erits lor cal -ins J tat e Grand Jv.ry 
in Qaz.Jc County on lebruary 15th, . an! inter s to have ,r 
vi tncj- cos pi f - rent in- an eixo^i tc secure an ... n'.icu- 
Ken t psr the " ,;i‘ - Cl at least- one ox OjC Inui-.-ns, 
nnv i eriwVea tjint with tne us sis tunc e oi -p’tciul ^ ■.?■•- 

A**ehts* "street and £nii th r - -tlu-t lie will either hr dhle ; 
to ’get* ‘i ncM c ti..en t i n all ' th es a cases , ' .or-.*defini-t ely ... v ; * 

established that prosecution v/ill he unsuccessful..; : Jv 

... ;. V V_ ^ .-.^y 

' * Bo'tn Attorney 'General t Short, and Assistant hv 

U. S. Attorney 3t. Levis have looked up the authori- , 
ties, and failed to find vhe r e the d ove r nr:c- nt \. om& . r, ; ;. ■& 
have jurisdiction in these coses. : However, ;-Uo 5 ney • 
General Short -is desirous of in/itinp the a.-ep<irtL:ent _ * 
of Justice t. c he represented in the trial oi Wcse, ^ 
in the event an indictment is secured sna ou^eswefe A. . 
tn & t the Assistant V. 3. Attorney, r.oy -V V ,2-i< 

Oklahoiiui-'City he designated to represent ohe .. overi^e-’. . 

i • " * ' 

A or infor. ration, -Special Agent in Ciiarje, 

T n*v e anett-ei'ette of hi Paso, February 16 wi nas hoc.. . 
dlfinitely tret &s datesconrening prana Jurj' in osa^.e 

clunty, .so. that Agent. Smith and Street may hetlio. 
al ::that tiiae. ■• .v~r 

^ :U, ! < , f T’.eui pec t fully , .% . 











iir* II: rssoxl I'-l i in, e > 

2*& t tll'Qp fui lCi-1 t- . f „... » _ •*?, 

City, mj* v* •*>. ;->.. 

1 ^^-V*** % - _ ... ^ ' • 

jCtear 'Si r$ * 

. / . I v;:h, v . that ,/CJ jl v.-aulci imed lately direct Spec! ol 

larger of year office to proceed to Oklahoma City to 
confer vrith Special h ent in Churyo Bollii?; relative to the 
Indiic- murder cases. fyent Burner should y roceed to Oklo- 
■ hoaia City nrouc- vkq . for a ternpora-yr nssi yuuent at that of- 
fice if necessary in connection uith t M b wo rfc* ‘ >. "h. 

natter is of considerable inrort cnee and is 
quite urgent rnd 1 v/icn that A t ,cnt Burner v/ould leave lo- 
ne fli atc-ly for C!il*..h03s:. City* 

V u i*/ truly yours. 


'Si' 3D33-A0 




. t ii 

t-sf ' .• 


Februaiy ’ 3 # 19 £ 5 » 


*£M 


Director. 
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-': ’. f; 'f ' Pebru& jy 5 f 1 $ 26 , 
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•. !^ r ,'.v 

'i-i&i' • 

>p* 

C 


S '"■>■» * . - <-* - r -*V ' ** J 

. •■*■., . r >«■ ^ « m*. • "•• ^ b n/ w-*— p ^ ^ , 

9 V-> .- ■ ■'. <r,. s..; PiA.'lHiSlCt^ 0 j.OSL# j . e< #., .- x 

•: " ---v > ;• ' r. -t:i 

- 1 ■■ dffc.r £?• CozaotocJc* . -/'j l- .-.; 2 _ " ’ “ -?' vs-V.. Vv;.~. 

. 2 ; 'V. 

' 3 . I received your letter of the Srd instent v/hi 

- 4 ■ .* ■ ... you left Lt ny office arid tuoroeiate your o fer of co- 

;5 " >*f . ' operation in to bring; to justice the parties 


.responsible .cr the snirfiere of Osa^e Indiana in Ckl iiC:.^. 






rj^;_ested ,to you when in conference with 


sic. with tr.e responsibility of brin^ir^ about a satis- 
factory tf-r.:iinff i or. of- the investigati on thc.t has been 
in pro: r. cc. 


Ycr, truly youro. 


Director. 


‘-}7 '*•' 


>6 . %,• - ' 

a,; 

* / ^t.'. * 


\ s*?** • rr '•'••' -f- - - 


' -.*/'? .\V- - .- • if -v* - r> ' <• ■?. * , • . •■' • » - v » • , * -.; 

. r . '* , •= ,. *" ' / ' ' ' . . , V. ~ 
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■^*r* •■ » Doiliri^, 
P*0* Box 125," 

Clfli ihcra:.. City, Oiels* 


/ v* 


Dear Si r: 


I i.' vnciopiny herewith. for your infor.Atl^ 
a cc^.y c:‘ o letter which I have received from 'Sr* Coe: 
stock, to^ethc-h with a coxy of ti* r raply to the same* 


Very truly yours „ 


Director, 


Efccl. 29222. 


£* **. "x# / * 
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JOHN L.B1BD 

VICE PRESIDENT 
CITIZENS NATIONAL BANK 

PAW HU SKA. OK LA. 


January 28, 1925. 



v ' f -r .. y- 3ty dear 


Senator: 



Our mu tual f ri end , A . >7 . Com st oc k, 
of this city, will call on you in regard 
to several murders that have teen cbmmitt- 
©d against the full -blood 1 Osage Indians 
in the past few years. 



Our state courts 3eem helpless, or 
disinterested, in these matters ard the 
heat friends of the Indians in this commun- 
ity think It all important that the Govern- 
ment investigate those cases tho roughly in 
order that the guilty may . b e pun i s hed and 
as a protection to the Indian in the fut- 
ure . 



Any assistance in this natter 
will be greatly appreciated# ~ 


JI3-gea 


Very truly jours, 


, ¥■ 


W..U, c:. 





< -**> * 


»* 







nooui *oi-*o* 

CITIZEN* HATi. I«»K *i.DC. 




F.N. REVARD 

REAL ESTATE 
PAWHUSKA, OKLA 

January 28, 1925. 


Hen. O-n.s, r. Curtis, 
U. £\ senator, 
ms-* eh inrton V • 0 » 


Deor c ;.r: 

The Osatfe Tribe of Indians are 
vitally interested in the investigation 
of she" air fax lacerdera bei:ig continued. 

A. v # Ooi'stc ok has vrorhed viith 
the officers investigating ruid can tell 
you the situation. He should be able to 
c xv- lair, the situs id ../n to tea Attorney 
G suer si. - •*-- 








f uwnuska , Oklahoma . 

Jaj [i j.Luiy AjO uh j ** O . 


o e n— -Ox ex o • d.j # 0^*^- ^ i s f 

■Yasaiugton , D. C. 


Jeur oir :- 

a most unusual condition exists sere. A reign of 

c r x :.ie w i on. . s x 1 e s u — t e .. i u t- - uou til o i' many mem cere ox 

n_e C a,. :e Jrihe of Indians covering a period of soverux 
year 3 . has not be mi checked nor .mve t**e offenders been 

o u _u mO j us oice . 

It is berieved loeaxly mot tke muruers referred to 
„ove been conmitt-d by organised taugs for tne purpose of 
securing ’ vast estates of tne Coages who nave been murdered, 
o.nx t.uxt further murders will follow* 

With those of my associates wno given rue,* study 

to tne situation, I join in tne general belief that the 
murderer 3 ~ave been shrewd ^ncagh and po-iticaiiy -and 
financially able enough to imve honest mi a capable officers 
removed or sent to other parts, and also to quiet dishonest 
officials whose duty it v/as xna is to aunt the perpetrators 
of these mwiui crimes. 

hue situation, Senator, is much worse tin/i you can 
possibly imagine it to be. Unless you with other men of 
influence can urge tne Department of ' Jutice to activity some 
of trie greatest criminals in history will go unpunished. 

rhe above statements -re not based on hysterical fantasy, 
nor -re they prompted by specie. 1 or personal interests in the 
murdered Co— ges mentioned, but by a desire to nave tne 
Csa ;es protected at the :mnas of tx general Government be- 
c au o e we vmc live here feel it itm o s s ib 1 e to safe- guard o ur J 
own people by reliance upon the good people r/no live nere ajpd/ 
upon tne _aws of the state* JlJj 

I f«el sure that if you knew one tenon part of wait /rfl 
comes to me as reliable information, you would do ail in ylwxflfl 
power to snug these Demons to justice. »# 

In connection with the above, I nave to suggest taut Har. 
Joan a. Burger, An Agent of the Department of Justice and vao 
is new working as such agent out of Kansas City, misoouri 
sho u i d k/ e ; i a c e o. back on tne j c d ox f e x* r e t i ng c u l. t he s e oximes 
at once. from the information taut *ias come to me , i t is 
evident that he is more efficient than any o tux or oiiicer two 
oo en ac lively engaged on ■— i.; scene ixx m inking h_c«^e 
offenders to justice. 

"A — i* vi -r n >i _ ,-i r’ -p 7 r* "* cr S~i <5 V> — 7' D 7’ P z i 1*. A. 1 4— d . l ih V S L/C ^i. LlX S — 

— -» A mwt y — “ 

iiiiwsed or Ant to ' other^poa tJ, tuc country to work cn emu 
matters txx^se ciea 'had tufiy be eh tq, continue u_eir 

efforts ■ dfc-ht ' ->'i . ' te fully ■ oorf tfafi crimes above 


I an sending this letter to you by a person who 
knows more about the situation, much more than I do and 
who v/ould gladly tell you ail he knows about the sane. 

trusting that the great interest that you imve 
for the Usages will prompt you to add to tue already great 
burden of your official duties to the extent of urging the 
Department of Justice to such activities as will result 
in the punishment ox one perpetrators of the most foul 
series of crimes ever committed in this country, or so far 
as I know in Hoe United States. 

7/ith sincere personal regards I remain as ever. 


/l 


— ' & h\ T Dh 


i'ebruaiy 3, 19 .5* 


Hr* :v. D* Bolling, 

2*0* Box 125, 
uklchor.ia Cl ty, Okla* 

Bear Sir 1 PAR20I1 L & CCIIUDSI^IAL* / 

Hr* A. W* Comstock of Pav/huska, Cinchona, called :t the DepMt- 
ent ; j sterday • nd had a conference with Assistant Attorney Sene ral Dono- 
van and me relative to the Indian murder cases in Oklahoma* He had pre- 
vious ly conferred vA th Senator Curtis and it was 15r* Constodk , s apparent 
opinion that these cases had not "been properly handled* However, he 
could not spec i Ale ally name the parties responsible for the failure to 
handle tr.ose cases in proper form* He ezpre a sod himself ; 8 fueling tin t 
. gents Burner and feiss had done very effective ork hut t hat they were 
not allo.od suffici nt time to curry out their work ao as to pet the pro -er 
r s Jits* Ha aid cot seem to know that we had recently had tv/o other Agents 
working, upon tula m; iter from Bezas* I asked him whether he ii&d ever met 
./■; u . end he s id tn&t ae had not and I told him I wished imruedietely UjJOn 
d s return to Oklahoma City tn,.t he would confer with you and give to you 
the benefit of hi observations and info nation* 




2her have been a number of parties present to-. toe department 
criticism of the way these Indian murder cases have been handled and the 
fact that results had not been obtained* I am today directing Special 
A ent Bur: or of Kansas City to proceed to Oklahoma City for conference 
'with you and X wish that you would go over this matter with him raid if, 
ft or conferring '..1th 1dm, you .re of the opinion that these cases may be 
expedited by hi 3 working upon the 3 rune, I will be very glad to detai 
temporarily upon tills v/oxk upon the receipt of a tele^ ram from you. 

A (/■ . 

I cannot too 3trcm ; ly emphasize ny desire tint this aituaiid 
cleared up at the earliest possible moment* I understand that the ipresen- 
t tion of the evidence in these cases will be in the stftfce courts by 3 tate 
prosecuting; of floors* I, of course, understand that much of the evldenoe 
in the cases has been gathered by Ag-ents of thiB Bureau* X wont the 
situation to be ouch that Insofar as the evidence is concerned, there can 
be no excuse offered for the failure of the cnees to be brou ht to a 
s at isfacto iy co: 'elusion, I :: 1 30 w vul d 1 ike to be fidvi se d ha t o' wa et he r 

.rosecut ina o fleers of the state .ho are ob- 
is \ ork* I wish that you would . ivs tils t- 

I o o v r t a zu::e very t iio ro u hi y w i t h . t 

o stock so there m.:.y be. no grounds or 

Ac ill wd : • inst A. s lit 3 of this .Bureau* 


or wot t ere are jxj of the 
s t r. ; c t i n{ ; two h. mil i rig of t 
ter ;r erjoa 1 t teat ion 

— * t4.«. G? j. * J.\ f 1 * .A 'V - 2 »'•*!.* + 

c im t Lc: i w i o r comal : int t o 


• ^ i l* ■ 



V' t ■. v - - -tiinr aSoufc rr. Comstock but be t&ll6.-iae , 

l f l wlsih that you would write:; 

to-is well imc'..u to J gent ..arger -nd - 1 * x *“ ‘ * 

- ernl! - v.s general reiltiillty cr.d st ending. • - - ■ ■ - 


, .. . c I would 11-KO to here on early reply from With regard to 

thia matter, to which 1 an giving personal attention. 


i .role- l oro'.vith for your confidential information 
x ... r w K’*. Com? took v:hich were 

gS;£ l **». ■» *» I, »* 

^llr, >2 >* Bevard. - ^ ' ; v - : 


Very truly yours. 



Director* 

* • ■ 1 


2 nd* 25617 . 


\ 




1 S£T?Z£- 
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H -i*W- *• 


THE RALElO'H 
P«KHb>lV»M<* A.v* *llf“ST, 

w»shi»o»ok.c.c.ii*a , 



m s. 




t-. O :> - 


c ^m v . • (f 

p £ a , ' n ex Cwv\ Jbest-f t~a -£<?-\ 
^^TYTi, ru> uX (P. M y t^- ' 

u % £ f l " 3 i ' 'A oS P^Tr 

3 f_J o -XA/fvAj _yyu>/-f trjyjux L^ J~-f 
kbco\U)&l) ft tnpkjW® PIJLJZaa/ \J) (J Jis\~-Lpii/YiJtp uy\ lyfy> / 

jp d -5~d 3 3-/5- |-jf ( ./ r dx^o^y \ AAjjjs^ie^ 

! h f'r.r /,! ^ V ~zk <nrt or 0/p (YyyUX^ 


( HU/: Mi 


HA ryp\’ Ufo/t'-A^'Y 


//D 




Wj % 


‘y^i^ ~cfp n 

- ^V^jloYy&O Or'K {Ar\A/r\'(tJjlP^ 


' o co - i.ct> u> kj t~l ( o >x> co -j a\ \n *- P 'O cp^j a> yi ^ iuto o ^ oo jj»y>*ww^og s>.i j j> ui u m h o 




Pi -^C-f /Efi ' ^ urv^z^La^ 

jpP ^^kXXJ) ~X$~'biK ~Qs}-i1Mjl^jx) ' ju± 

I'll '-^X4 jlA 0> "ttAo \ 


\ '* 


^ \ JX<rdL0 

| >zji<rur ~U V\aM^ 1 \'-£Mf ( Vr*'V\ 

^ A 

| •• • ^XAA/- Y '^>X j ’ ~ 

| CfcLf 6^ i/u^y-s VfatJf , 


A ^ / ' i 

(Yc-<hH^ /Hu J? O^LAJh^, £{J 

' \ "\x-*^v txjv t/uxi - -', 

j /HAiL\^ ~JLl/^~yo AsJ=l (Q*2-dJby 
! xYny ^uY^i , 

Q^H 6l/vr\ 

. ^ -. o V V /' (4xrf w /4 ^kUk 


unJLp JkaJl/^ k^y "&» ' Y 

U/y*~^ * t urdsty 

" ' (j > j<-. •-/ <J, (: . 
/. r.v~ £>e* 


HH* H* $ 
A s_-'.< . 


v<J <Y"^ 














CLASS OF SERVICE 
TELEGRAM 

SYMBOL 

■ ■ •• 

OAT LETTER 

BLUE 

NIGHT MESSAGE 

NITE 

NIGHT LETTER 

N L 

tf none of these three symbols 
appears after the check (number of 
words) this Is • telegram. Other- 
wise Its character to indicated by the 
symbol appearing after the check. 


pr 





gggi 









ft's - v - 


r NWHTuntnr \ » 1 

K none of thee* three ayntto 
amen after the cheek tm»$ef 
wwtai ws to a wtrwTotiv 
Me* nt character to indented bit 
jggfcgj apo— Hog aftsr the chad 


fifing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt »t destination as shown on el) messages, to STANDARD T1M£ 

Received at Commercial Natl Bank Bldg., 14th & G $ts„ N. W. Washington, D. C. a ofen s 


1925 FEB 9 pm 12 ’06 

• f 

■ I. 




AA:76 69 COLLECT GOVT - , / 

■ . •• 

BR OK1AKOMACIIY OKXA 9 1039A •' '' 

688 ^ 

BUREAU 0? INVESTIGATION DEPARTMENT 0? JUSTICE WASHINGTON DC O :J; 

TWO STOP AGENT BURGER REPORTED HERE ON OSAGE INDIAN CASE STOP " ' . 

HAVE CONFERRED STATES' ATTORNEY GENERA! WHO SUGGESTS THAT I NVE S-TI GATI ON 
3E TAKEN UP IMMEDIATELY IN ORDER HAVE Ail' EVIDENCE AVAILABLE FOR t *% 

GRAND JURY WHICH WILL BE CALLED AS SOON -AS CASS IN PROPER SH A PE y— ,i . 

HAVE REQUESTED DALLAS DIRECT AGENT SMITH REPORT HERE 

IMMEDIATELY AND SUGGEST AGENT STREET BE .SENT HERE FROM PECOg ~ F£B 0 ^192SJ^ 


s® ^ 

^REAQ Of WW^T«¥|J(| 

^F£B.^S2® 


TEXAS WHERE EE IS ATTENDANCE COURT 


BOILING 




0BMWTMEH7Of^ 

<: • ^ .i*r v 

I 111 " 11 , ^Mun. yW 


; 8 ; . 0 i wlj 







WWOiQA 

62-5033 

fed 1 1 


- IP- 53 
•925 


c o r j 

JPobruary 9 t 1925* 
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Bolling 
federal Bldg 
Oklahoma Cy Olcla 


ha iHBrauj?^ etu .2? ant smith ?hoo i.d ckju*oua city 


:v> j 


Hooy or 
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR, BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


OFFICIAL INDICATED BELOW BY CHECK MARK 






I W ~ 1 - z 

4 ^^^General Holland □ 

6 .r- General Willebrandt .....II! 0 

n 

c- General Donovan U 




cJr 


0 □ 

1 ' — 

2 ;. Mr. Strong.. □ 

V "I * * 

a v : j£ Mr. Stewart : □ 

* > . 

c Mrs. Rishel □ 


Q - Assistant Director .. 

Jv ;*• ■. " 

q ■ ' ~Ji Mr. Baughman 

1 h- •- 1 - • - 

* i - a *■ i 


Bit- Mr. Cunningham □ 


4 Bureau Filing Section □ 

5 

, •’■■■■ Personnel Filing Section □ 


r. Grimes 


Mr. Keep □ 

Mr. McKean □ 


Mr. Boddis □ 





1 S~ 



*&&& -vrv?> r -^iN 

• K : 

F* - t Ai«£kt * v-r^- 






Iw.fU r-'0^00'Ja'Ul*iwKJr-'0^vT) J J\ Jl 



Srpariamtt nf Justice, 

bureau of Jtaoffiligatum. 


Kansas City, Missouri 
Feb. 5th, 1925. 


Bureau of Investigation, 
department of Justice, 

, Washington, L. C, 


Bear .Sir 


I beg to . reply to the following letter received from the 
Director addressed to you which you have referred to me 
for answer: 



5 , 

6 


"WWG:JL January £6, 1925. 

I wish you would call to the attention of Special 
Agent Findlay the following matter and have him 
forward to me, through you, any additional explana- 
tion that he desires to make: 


In connection with the investigation in Oklahoma 
f Osage Indian murders, while 

A o*prit -in Hhorp-a r-t DIO an nm Tit' 


in the matter 

Mr. Zind 



This has been re- 
in previous correspondence 
and Mr. Findlay has stated that 'the repo rts su b 
at the time contained the information J 
I have had an examination made of the reports 
to the Bureau and also have had the Special Agent in' 
Charge at Oklahoma City examine^ the papers there and 
the only reference in the reports made covers the 
fact that conferences were held with the Governor and 
the Attorney Pen era! of the State and there is an in- 
dication t ha 







c5 .-4 rsi m 


The department has been put to considerable em- 
barrassment and actual expense and, in fact, a 
number of officers have had to take their lives 
in their hands -to correct this mistake which 
v was made as much by Agent Findlay, if not more 
so, than the Agents who were working under' his 
supervision, for his position and' experience should 
have dictated a more common sensible, arrangement 
Mr^J^i^L&y has insisted that 
was reported to the 

out i am unable to find it, so I would like to have 
"an additional explanation before I take action.". 


.-if' igned) 


Hoover, director. 


I know of very little, if any, additional information that 
I can give in. this matter; that is, in addition to what was 
stated in my former letter. ; In the Director’s letter of 


Januarv 28th it is stated 


over nor Trapp and 

General biiort had sent thei^ Ifr. Gordon, 1 
Chichasha to make arrangements with JHHH and what 

ts were I never at or heard, 


e agreement oe 
at any time told 


ad Go rdon were 

true tha^BM BHHHtBIV 

d took BplPPprqn^icATe^er tc 
ounty in an automobile, buxi^was not at any time 
agreed or understood ““ 




nature of the investigation that it was hoped that 
make would have made futile any efforts 
which_^^^BM_cnL£uit have put forth if it had been known 


not have asso 
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w-— : - . -TV .a.v 
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The arrangements were mude. at least I m 


they were m -de 


o re 


associate wit 


had" committed the murders* and that he would do so 


These statements o 
and Attorney Genera 
So far as I know this is t! 
conveyed to them, on which 


were conveyed to Governor Trapp 
hy. Agent Weiss in my presence. 

.e substance of - the information 
they arrived at a decision M 


I note that you s 
Washington and al 
that they only sh 
Governo^an^^^^ 

HW^egg^v' o r 

information HUH 
b# able to outsffn 
vfyed to the. Gove 
al so be a letter 


F:)»V«K**£*4tU 


tate in your letter that the files at 
so at Oklahoma City % have been examined and 
ov: '’that conferences were held with the 
^e^General^md there is an indication 

hy recollection is that 
fully set forth what 

MB.-.ad given, and what he stated he would 
^TSid that this information had been con- 
rnor and attorney General. There should 
or report from me in the file which stu.e 
the Governor and. .Attorney General he d M 


e could obtain the miormation wmcn ne ciai 
could get, we hoped that one or more of the murders coul 
be solved, etc. " 
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Tacts and circumstances which caused us to 
omey General short and seek his advice and 


confer with 
assistance 


this matter were fully reported in the. reportsofA^ents 
ger and Geiss covering their interviews with^^^m| 

You state that ’’most certainly the arrangement which- actually) 
was made is not referred to and, would not have been condone 6 
had it been mentioned.” • I will state that n the arrangement 
which actually was made” between Mr. Go^£j^^££pre sen ting thfcl 
Governor and trie attorney General, and SHHH| was no ' t 
known .to ’me as I never saw the Governor ^theh^tornew^enera: 
or Mr* Gordon, after Hr. Gordon’s conf 

and both Agents Burger and .Veiss informed irj^^Ra^xn^terms 
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J ~- n n* tv\ ati f 
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vr*r> 


them, -and this was so stated in 


It appears from the wordin 


n VOi. ^ ilC/ V u- 

iy former letter. 


some one has made 
or arrangement in 
ihg to conceal or 
that kind that I ] 
stated tnat there 


02 

it appear tha 
this matter, v: 
deny. There i 
:n.:v anything a 
was seme arran 


X!? t- 


be very glad, indeed, to explain 
about it, or the reasons for it 
to me, and I respectfully reques 


he director’s letter that 

there was some agreement 
hi eh, I am, or we are try- 
s absolutely nothing of 
bout, and if anyone has 
gement or agreement other 

^ m-\ t ~f' /-\ -v» m ■>* 1 -v* T tut 
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anything that I may know 
if same will submitted 
t an opportunity to do sc. 
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During the. ten years that I was .vgent in Charge in Oklahoma 
the ‘office. ‘conducted nearly 6,000 investigations, “In which 
about 15,0^0 individuals were involved; and collected the 
evidence on -which about .2,000 men and women were sent to 


3 ail or 


4* k ^ -w*. y- *v^ -? -4- 4- -? c l v» t*^ ri 4- *- -+- 

me , cu oiini 


some one may have caused something tp be 
not supported by facts. 


e u or t e d vhi ch is 


I will also state that at least a dozen persons connected 
with this investigation were investigated by the Oklahoma 


City office while I was 
convicted. I will also 
were Governor Trapp, be 


A 4- +■ /S -UWA 1 
lit l \J1II 


there and several of them were 
state that among those investigated 
ore he was Governor, and a brother 
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investigations, and I hope that they are not 
seating the -facts differently from what they 
otder to cause me injury at this time. 
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Bt^ed in my former letter, I thick 
PH was reported; and my recollection is that I 


and entitled, r %V 
file of Agent T. 
vices. -I am at 

Copies were sent 
at- Oklahoma City 

this time.. 


in a letter marked "personal and confidential," 

. , "IrV. n. Bmith, Osage ilurders?" cr in a personal 
t T. f. '.Yeiss relating to continuing his ser- 
m at a loss to understand why it cannot be found, 
sent tc Washington and also retained in the file* 
City, neither of which is available to me at ! 


The real error, if an « 
in the failure to repor 
Bureau, specifically ar 
instructions before tak 
the reason that I had i 
director W. J. Burns in 
ly with Attorney Genera 
the fullest extent, whi 
two* state employes tc w 
matter came up. i/hen t 
referred to him aria the 
been fully set forth in 
I can add nothing more. 


an error was mad^seegs to have been 
report the whole PpHpfrratter to the 
ly and in detail an^t^nave asked for 
■e taking any action. This was not done for 
had received two or three letters from the 
ns instructing us to confer fully and free-' 
eneral dhort and to cooperate with him to 
, which we had done, and he had furnished * 
tc w or fc before 

-ien the matter 

,a the mannerinwhi ch it was handled has 
th in my former letter and this letter. 
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Very truly yours, 

■J — /v / 

hf.:n 

/{a. G. Findlay 
/ /Special Agent. 
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ransas City, Missouri 
Peb. 7th, 1925. 
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Department of Justice, 
Wasningt on , D. C . 




VDear Sir: 

deferring to your communication of 
Jan. 2 o, 1925, V.YGiJl, in re conduct of Agent Pind- 
lay in the "Osage Indian Harders" in Oklahoma, I 
submitted your letter to him, and herewith enclose 
his answer. 

fersonally I know nothing about the in- 
vestigation of those matters myself -only what Agents 
Burger and Pindlay have told me, and I never have seer: 
the reports of either; therefore! I am not in apposi- 
tion to furnish any information that would enlighten 
you on the conduct in Oklahoma of, either of these 
Agents. 

Very truly yours, 
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l 
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KS-c 
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marshall Eherstein 
Agent in^Chayge. 


HFC 0 HI V D ^ - O xr. - 

Ff q 


l 

; 

W . 


3 3 -/ r< 




53 


/ 


( j 


Sum 14 J 

. i & 




i Vi 


■"T-\ ^ "'ssyY 


Di\ iU n 


ij£S_ 


ri 

, v> 

• ! w 
\ ' 




''.Vvei-'' 


** 

8L 


O sf) 00 -I CM^ U M m o VO ai -JJ\U 1 AUiK)mOU 3 OO J <p) LP 4 » U>,tU HOVOCO'JO'in^ ,w ^ M o W >TI 4 <y\ yj * >* W*J HO 


b ^ ^ \ c. lo 




' 


February 10, 1925, 
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l£r. W, D. Iblling, 

F. 0* -cx 125, 

Cklafcoaa, City, Ofclakoiaa. 
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I <rcuU liiv? to nave yonr coiment on *r 
..-.i^y ! e applanation. . 
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Inc. 38297 
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February 5th, 1925. * 


r S} 


• Hon. J. a; Hoover, Dir actor 
y v £ur eau of In va s t i g a t i on , 
’‘^hDepar tme nt of Just ic e , 
Washington*, Dt 0. 

* . ] 

Dear Sir: 


ATl'JSimOIl - #2. 


Re: Osage Indian Murder Case. 


With further reference to my letter of . 
February 2nd, I am today in receipt of a letter from the 
Honorable George F. Short, attorney General for the 

• State of Oklahoma, dated February 4th, as follows: - 

/ 

"hr. VV • G. Gordon has returned this morn- 
ing from Pawhuska, where he went to see the district 
judge of -Osage scanty in re grand jury for February 
16th. The district judge advised hr. Gordon that he 
had found the condition of his court fund to be such 
that he cannot call a grand j;iry at this time and that 
'he is ‘presiding during the mon th_of February in— the 
trial of assigned’ oases so that he cannot, sit over a 
court of inquiry on February 16th. 

I am, therefore, writing to request you to 
advise Hr. snteth and hr. Street, and the proper officials, 
that the Osage matter will have to go over until some 
time in March." 

Special Agent in Charge , Blake, of Dallas, 
and Special Agent in Cnerge , DeKefte, of K1 Paso, are both 
being advised of the delay in calling this Grand Jury 
and will advise them as soon as the Grand Jury in Osage 
County is called, which I presume will be shortly after 
yarch lst._ 

\ f *) ^ A V"? -17-1 ? KORD£I) & WDJ22&D 

J 3 0 33 ; Respectfully, 

u:h n ! 6 1925 

; f i .. vVj j 

1 Jg h.CiiH i »• D* Bolling, /g 

IVDB/gh "* 2 I -yi Special Agent in J&arge. 
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IBurrau of Snoesttgatum. 

Oklahoma City, Oklu. 
p. o* Box #125. 


■ February 11, 1225. 

? z -X- 5 , 

-• • -• -V 

Mr. j. pdgar pc over , Director, . --h 

Bureau of Investigation, „ : . 

Department of justice, ) " "’ 

•Washington, p. c. A2?2II?I0N LK. H00V2R,‘£JL. ‘1!;; 

' — » . p; -icn 

pear sir : 

U 1?A . L ■ , , j t v - » i 

t- have your letter of February 3rd regarding the 
Osage Indian matters, ana particularly regarding the visit 

of Mr. A- W. /Comstock, of pawhuska, Oklahoma, to Washington 
v X 

Mr. Comstock came to Oklahoma city yesterday, an* 
conferred with this .agent and agents Burger and smith. , r 
do not "believe that Mr. Comstock has any information cr'.ev 
dence tearing on the Indian murder cases. However, he ap^ 
ars to te a close friend of senator Curtis, who is interes 
ed in these murders. special agents smith and Burger have 
again started the investigation of this C'_ue, and will keep 
in touch with mr. Comstock, and accept any assistance he may 
te atle to render. 


■Mr. Comstock, I understand, is attorney rcr a pratur- 
nal Order of the Osage Indians at a salary of £150.00 per 
month. HQ ‘also handles many of the minor legal matters of 
various Indian families, as well as teing guardian for sever- 
al Indians. 

Mr. Comstock expressed a desire to have access to the 
files on the investigations of the Osage murder cases, -'and 
stated that he believed that he could te of material assist- 
ance in securing evidence in these* murder cases, if he coulc 
only have access to the files of this Bureau, arid ascertain 
what has teen done, and, also, te kept advised of what is be- 
ing done. He stated that it -was his desire to have some of i- 
cial appointment, and that he does not desire a salary attar, i- 
ed to the “appointment • * 

I think this office can handle this situation, c ;-i t: o 
not recommend such an appointment, as I am not aware c 

stock* s reason for desiring access to the files. JB . 

XI o doubt Agent Burger can assist Special ..-.gents mi uh 
and street in this investigation. However* inasmuch ahj^eut 

k-; j .yfc. • ' flH t* ' 


attorney for a prater- 


mm 






TJliBS was on this ease a year and a half, and agent Burger 8 
* .eial months, and succeeded in getting very little evidence, 
Vil4eva that agent smith is more competent to handle this ip. 
aV^stig&tion than agent Burger, us suggested hy Mr* comstoch'. 
Senator Curtis* At any ra te, \\i thin thirty days, j feel ass 
that there will Either he a case developed, or it will he do 
nitely ascertained that there will he no need of again takin 
up this case. 

A 

?he state Attorney general has promised to do ever 
thing in .his power to assure that the case will he vigorousl 
prosecuted, .&nd usl:s that he he furnished with enough eviden 
to get into court. His intention is to call a special grand 
jury as soon as possible, with view to securing indictments* 
-Hoover, he suggests that if agents from this Bureau can se- 
cure sufficient evidence to' warrant filing information, he 
will have this course of prosecution started, instead of wai 
ling on a 'Grand jury investigation. 

"•A ' 7 - special ^gent jn charge pe^ette of si paso. advised 
, that special agent Street would he in court at pecos, Texas 
‘-on February 12th, and j have advised him that he will he ahl« 
to attend court at pecos, and then proceed here,' while «*rran, 
ments are made with the pis trio t judge in Osage county. 

Senator curt is is reported to ie half- Indian , and 'ha 
taken a great interest in the natters of the Osage nation, ho 
ia a close friend of agent Burger, and no doubt the retaining 
of agent Burger or; this investigation will please the senator . 

However, if this, office is not able to show some ovi 
dence in this case in a short time, will take up with you with 
view of closing- it out. 

Respectfully, 


TO 3:B. 


?/. T>. Bolling, (j 
Special Agent in Charge. 
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